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  WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE Rip-Roaring Russell and Humorous Hannah 
 

WELCOME AND PRAYER Rollicking Reverend Rosie 
 

GATHERING HYMN      “Give To Us Laughter”    
 

CHILDREN’S STORY Buoyant Bryan Moyer Suderman 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 “Coronavirus Etude”  Mirthful Mark 
  

SCRIPTURE READING         Luke 24:13-35 Convivial Kim 
   

SERMON                                    “Surprise!” Fun-loving Phil 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE  “We Lack the Gift of Laughter”   
 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER and BLESSING Comical Katherine 
 

SENDING HYMN         “What a Joy We Find in Jesus”     
 

  Words to songs are inside this bulletin 
  See attached document for sermon transcript 
 
“Joy is prayer. Joy is strength. Joy is love. The best way to show my gratitude to God is to accept 
everything, even my problems, with joy. Never let anything so fill you with sorrow as to make you 
forget for one moment the joy of Christ risen.”    ~Mother Teresa   

Holy  
  Humor 
    Sunday  

Joy in the Midst of Fear 
 

This Easter is unlike anything any of us could have imagined. The 
“sting of death” seems so evident and near. Yet even in the midst 
of this time, the Easter Story proclaims to us that our God is a 
God of Life and that God holds the victory, even over death itself.  

Sunday, April 12 
 
Joy comes in the morning!! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!  
 
Church building is closed ...God making house calls. 
 
Come together in spirit to worship God and experience God’s love.      
As we unite our hearts, may we be mindful of God’s saving grace on this 
Holy Humor Sunday, especially as we face difficult circumstances 
through uncertain times. 
  
Jesus can wash away sin. But you’ve still got to wash your hands. 
 
 

Next Sunday, April 26 
 

Next Sunday we will celebrate the work of Mennonite Central Committee, 
which continues to take place both locally and globally. 
 
 

Prayer Requests 

 
 

Remember to Pray for: 

 

 for Dora Unruh as she recovers from successful surgery to increase 
blood flow to her leg. Pray for patience, comfort and hope as her 
body continues to heal. Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

 All who are impacted by the coronavirus (COVID-19), including 
physical health, the isolation of quarantine, travel restrictions, and 
the anxiety that many are experiencing. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 All who are dealing with illness or pain or recovering from surgery. 
      All who are grieving the loss of loved ones. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 For the world, for those in positions of power and authority and for  
all who do justice and love mercy. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 Western District Conference: Pray for WDC members who serve as 
chaplains, medical staff, social workers, counselors and others offering 
care for people experiencing illness.  

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Many MMN partners live in areas where 
most public activity has stopped due to the outbreak of the COVID-19. 
JCS International in Mongolia asks for prayer for all people throughout 
the region, and that Christians would have a strong testimony of love 
and comfort during this time of intense fear. 

 

Remember to Praise God for: 
 

 The joy of the resurrected Christ, the hope that the resurrection brings 
and the assurance of Jesus victory over death!! 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Announcements 
 
Thank you to all the donors and volunteers who made the April 13 
blood drive successful. The need for blood continues during this pandemic. 
28 people were able to donate, and gave 32 life-saving units. Thanks to 
everyone who came to share the gift of life!     
           ~Rosie Reimer and Nancy Stucky  
 
In light of concerns about coronavirus (COVID-19), all in-person meetings 
and events at Tabor are cancelled/postponed until further notice. In   
addition, to help prevent the spread of germs, Tabor Church will 
remain locked at all times. If you have a need to enter the church 
building, please call the church at 367-2318. If the need is urgent, 
you may contact a Trustee as well.  Please care for yourself and reach 
out to a pastor or deacon if you have any concerns or needs for yourself or 
others.  
 
Giving at Tabor:  While we are not meeting in person, please continue 
with your faithful giving to the ministries of the church in the following ways: 
 

   1) Mail your offering to: Tabor Mennonite Church 
                                    891 Chisholm Trail  
                                    Newton Kansas 67114 
 

   2) Start an automatic deposit from you bank account.  
  Contact the church for more information.  
  367-2318; kfunk@tabormennonite.org 
 

   3) Use the online bill pay option that your bank has in place. Contact  
       your financial institution if you are not familiar with this process.  
 
Sunday Dinner-To-Go: Donate to MCC Relief Sale. Keith’s Foods will 
be making a Ham Loaf Dinner on April 26 for take out from the store. 
Suggested donation is $15.00 per meal. 100% of the money received 
will go the Kanas MCC Sale. Make checks payable to KMRS. Meal includes 
fresh baked ham loaf, loaded baked potato, cream cheese corn, dinner 
roll, broccoli-cauliflower salad, choice of pie. Make your reservation by 
Noon, Saturday, April 25. Phone 367-2203, email kfoods@mtelco.net. 
 

 Offering  = $ 5,966.00 
 Worship Link Views =              98 
 Worship Mailings =              26 
 

Views may include more than one person  

Offering and Worship  
 

April 12, 2020 

VBS cancelled for 2020 
After discussions with Christian Education and Tabor's staff, and in light 
of concerns about coronavirus (COVID-19) and the uncertainty when we 
can safely gather again, the difficult decision was made to cancel Vacation 
Bible School for 2020. We grieve this loss, but feel it's the best decision 
at this time. Our Christian Education team will continue to meet (using 
technology) and we are committed to planning for the future. If you have 
creative ideas for Faith Formation initiatives during this time of being apart, 
please feel free to share them with us. In this time of social distancing, let's 
find new ways to stay connected. We are the Church! So, let your light shine!  
       ~Pastor Rosie 
 
What’s Not Cancelled: 
Nature, gardening … puzzles, Legos, reading ... love, hope…. 
 
Cloth masks may help protect against the dangers of COVID-19. 
If you sew, you can sew masks and donate them to various facilities that 
may need them. We have had a specific request from Prairie View in 
Newton, and there are many others in need, such as Bethesda in 
Goessel, other area nursing homes and more. Please call the facility you 
would like to sew for to learn if there are certain specifications and if they 
are accepting masks at the time.  
 
Pastor Phil’s Sabbatical: The deacon team has affirmed a request from 
Pastor Phil to postpone his sabbatical due to the coronavirus situation. 
This is a time of uncertainty, and we appreciate the leadership of Pastors 
Phil, Katherine and Rosie in new and different ways as we journey through 
this together. Pastor Phil's sabbatical plans will be determined at a later date. 
 
 

Conference Announcements 
 

Storytime! Former WDC staff member, Marlene Bogard, is hosting a 
Zoom Story Hour at 11:30am on Mondays and Thursdays for the next 
several weeks. Children are invited! Stories will be geared to ages 3-8. 
In order to get the Zoom meeting link, please email Marlene at  
Harderbogard@gmail.com  
 
Mennonite Central Committee:  
Feeding the Multitude: 
Each year at the MCC Sale there is a German buffet.  The average amount 
that each “diner” paid for a meal last year was $11.80.  The Committee 
would like to propose that those who can, donate $12.00 a person around 
their dinner table on Saturday, April 18. This is a reasonable amount for 
such a good cause. We hope that this will raise awareness of the importance 
of the MCC Sale. Please make your checks payable to KMRS and mail to 
Tim Miller, Treasurer, 4805 S Broadacres Road, Hutchinson, KS 67502. 
 

 

mailto:Harderbogard@gmail.com


MCC Yardsticks, Caps and Almonds (contact Jerry Toews 367-8257): 
-Almonds have arrived and are now for sale. We will sell until we run out 
or can’t get any more almonds.  
-MCC Sale/Centennial caps. Red in color with Yellow wording. Mesh 
back. ½ of front of the cap is Sale logo and other ½ centennial logo. $20/
cap; 40 available.  
-Yardsticks – not varnished with Red lettering. $7.00/yardstick -- 75 
available One side – 52nd Anniversary Kansas MCC Relief Sale – April 
17-18, 2020 Other side - Celebrating 100 Years of MCC Serving People 
“In the Name of Christ”  
 
Camp Mennoscah announcements 
--Keep in touch on the Camp Mennoscah Facebook page! Camp Mennoscah 
facilities and camp grounds will be closed at least until April 30 with respect to 
your health and the statewide Stay Home order. Camp staff will be working 
from home and at a distance. You can also reach us at 620-297-3290 or   
olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org. We send you many prayers. Stay healthy! 
 

—You can still sign up for summer youth camps! Camp Mennoscah is 
planning to have summer youth camps, but recognizing the ever-changing 
nature of the COVID-19 situation, a final decision will be made closer to 
the start of camps. Your camp fees, including the non-refundable, non-
transferable deposit, will be refunded if camp is canceled. Further information 
can be found at www.campmennoscah.org or by calling 620-297-3290.  
 

--Men and Boys Retreat (previously scheduled for April 3-5) at Camp 
Mennoscah has been rescheduled to September 4-6, 2020!  
 
Everence® Financial will host a webinar, Exploring planned giving, 
on Tuesday, April 21. The event will be at 10 a.m. and again at 6:30 p.m. 
Attendees will discuss strategies to remember and support the causes 
and organizations that they are passionate about in their planning.  
Reserve your spot by contacting Darlene Buller at 316-283-3800,       
877-467-7294 or darlene.buller@everence.com.   
 
Kauffman Museum might be closed to the public, but there are still 
two exhibits visitors can view. One is "Meta: An Exhibition about Exhibitions," a 
senior project by Bethel College students Elizabeth Friesen Birky and 
Emma Girton. Take a virtual tour of this exhibit at https://tinyurl.com/
metavirtualexhibit 
The other is "Science Behind the News: Viruses," a pop-up exhibit 
mounted on the outside of the museum at the corner of Main and 27th 
Streets in North Newton, by the front door. Text is in both English and 
Spanish. You can also see the "Viruses" exhibit at Newton Medical Center 
and Health Ministries Clinic. 
 
While on vacation, a friend and her husband visited a church one Sunday. 
They settled into a pew near the front of the church. An usher came up 
to them, tapped on the pew and said, “This pew is saved.” Her husband 
looked up, smiled and replied, “That’s OK. So are we!” 

Opportunities to Give 
 

--Western District Conference Hope Fund: See Resource Page 
for more information. 
 
--Community Relief Fund: While no one knows the future, your 
community foundation is being proactive in announcing that we have a 
fund established for events that might become necessary in our community. 
Through the CKCF Relief Fund, GCF is currently accepting donations in 
preparation for the effects of COVID-19 in our community. We are a 501(c)3 
charitable organization, and all donations made for this purpose will be 
granted back into the community where it is needed most, supporting relief 
efforts. Checks can be made out to the Goessel Community Foundation 
and dropped off with Peggy at Citizens State Bank in Goessel earmarked 
for Corova-19 Relief Fund. Donations are also accepted on-line at     
centralkansascf.org/covid-19response. If you have questions, please 
contact Dwight Flaming (620-386-4044) dmflaming@mtelco.net  
 

--2020 is the 100 year anniversary of the Mennonite Central Committee. 
The Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale would like to celebrate this milestone 
by gifting MCC ONE MILLION DOLLARS. The Kansas Sale was founded to 
support the ministry of Relief, Development, and Peace in the name of 
Christ. This would  require 1,000 people to each give $1,000 to get to 
one million dollars by April 17, the first day of the 2020 Kansas Mennonite 
Relief Sale. Please send your check made payable to KMRS earmarked 
"centennial gift" to Tim Miller, Relief Sale Treasurer, 4805 S. Broadacres 
Rd, Hutchinson, Kansas 67501. If you have questions, please ask your 
church sale contact person(s) or call Jim Robb, Board Chair at 620-747-0186.  
 

--New Hope Shelter: With staff covering all shifts, payroll has increased. 
Please, consider a financial gift to New Hope to offset increased expenses! 
Donate online https://www.newhope-shelter.org/ or send donation to 
New Hope Shelter, 900 W. Broadway, Bldg 7, Newton, KS  67114. 
 

--If you know of other opportunities to give, please let the church office 
know so that we can list those as well. 
 
 
 
“We hunger for joy. Joyful people make us come alive. ‘The joy of the 
Lord is our strength.’ (Nehemiah 8:10). We know we love joy, but we often 
forget the power of joy. Joy gives us the strength to resist temptation.     
It brings the ability to persevere. Joy gives us energy to love. A person 
who brings joy to us is an oasis in a desert land. We don’t just need air 
and food and water. We need joy.”  
 

     -JoyfulNoisletter, May/June, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newhope-shelter.org/


Give to us Laughter
1 

 

Tune: Be Thou My Vision - HWB No. 545 
 

Give to us laughter, O Source of our life. 
Laughter can banish so much of our strife! 
Laughter and love give us wholeness and health. 
Laughter and love are the coin of true wealth. 
 

Give to us laughter as sign of deep joy; 
let us in laughing find Christian employ, 
joining with stars and with bright northern lights, 
laughing and praising and sharing delights. 
 

Even in sorrow and hours of grief, 
laughter with tears brings us healing relief! 
God, give us laughter, and God, give us peace, 
joy of your promise among us increase. 
 
Christ Joyful: We lack the gift of Laughter

2 

 

Tune: The Church’s One Foundation - HWB No. 311 
 

We lack the gift of laughter; Faith sits all pale and glum,  
Hope dozes on a rafter, and Love is stricken dumb 
Come, Christ, into our [sorrow] tell us that matchless jest  
of life and resurrection, your sweetest and your best. 
 

Upon a foolish cross, Lord, you hung to make us mirth; 
but there you conquered loss, Lord, old death became new birth. 
Come everlasting joy; Christ, confirm that matchless jest  
of life and resurrection, your sweetest and your best. 
 
What a Joy we find in Jesus

3 

 

Tune: “What a Friend we have in Jesus” -CS No. 88 
 

Joy that comes in knowing Jesus, Joy the Spirit brings to me; 
For the Spirit glorifies him; takes of him and shows it me. 
Joy that comes in birth from sorrow; dark the day of Calvary 
Out of death and suffering anguish, comes the joy of souls set free. 
 

Tough disciples sorrowed greatly and the world rejoiced that day, 
Through the Resurrected Savior comes the joy none takes away. 
Joy abundant, satisfying, joys that overflow the brim, 
When we ask of God the Father, and receive it all through him. 
 

Joy that's based on knowing Jesus' Incarnation, life, and death, 
Resurrection and ascension, Holy Spirit's living breath. 
Oh, the peace in knowing Jesus in a world of sin and strife; 
Victor over all the evil of this world through endless life! 
(based on John 16:12-33) 

 
1By Walter H. Farquharson, 1974, admin. Hope Publishing Company 
2By Colin Gibson, copyright with Hope Publishing Company 
3Original lyric: “drabness” 

 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
Prelude: 9:15am                                                  Worship: 9:30am  
Fellowship Time: 10:30am                    Faith Formation: 10:45am 

 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 
Phone: 620-367-2318               email: tabor@tabormennonite.org 

Website: www.tabormennonite.org      
 

As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer  
hospitality, healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

Pastor:  
Philip Schmidt 
Cell:  620-386-0779 
email: 
pschmidt@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Rosie Jantz 
Cell:  316-772-8740  
email: 
rjantz@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Katherine Goerzen 
Cell: 316-727-4986   
email:   
kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org  

Deacons:  

Carol Duerksen 
Duane Duerksen 

Marcene Entz 
Emil Schmidt 

Erica Stoltzfus 
John Unruh 
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