
May 17 Worship Transcript

Welcome and Prayer: Peter Goerzen

Grace and peace in Christ to you this morning, and welcome to virtual worship with 
Tabor Mennonite Church for May 17! I hope that you have been experiencing God in 
unexpected ways these past weeks. In our Scripture reading for this morning, Saul and 
Ananias both meet God in surprising ways. A blinding flash and the voice of Jesus 
himself sets Saul down a new path! But maybe the most unexpected part is when the 
Lord tells the disciple Ananias to go and pray for his enemy, Saul. And “that man from 
Tarsus” becomes “brother Saul.” Whether in great power that knocks us off our feet, or 
in the moment when enemies become brothers, God appears in the unexpected to open 
up new possibilities of peace for us, and our world. 

This morning, we also recognize our graduates and exchange student: Elizabeth and 
Porclein from Goessel High School, Jaime, an exchange student at Goessel, and Luke, 
graduating from Bethel College, who will also be sharing the message with us today. 
Congratulations to each of you! You are a blessing to our community, and even though 
this is an unexpected conclusion, we celebrate with you and pray God’s rich blessing on 
your new beginnings!

Let us pray together. God of peace, in your call and promise, you hold all our days, in 
surprise and certainty. Sustain us through this season, we pray, and open our eyes to 
the new vision you give us and the opportunities you provide to pursue it. In our worship 
this day, and in days to come, guide us down new paths to share the love that you have 
made known to us. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Children’s Story: Jill Litwiller

Can you think of something that starts out not so pretty to look at that changes into 
something beautiful? I can think of lots of things like that in nature. A butterfly starts as a 
tiny egg that turns into a caterpillar.  Then the caterpillar builds a cocoon or a chrysalis But 
inside God is making it into a beautiful butterfly. Have you ever seen a bulb like this? This 
looks kinda like a rock, sometimes it is covered in dirt and is not very beautiful. But when 
we plant it in the ground, and we wait all through the winter, it becomes a beautiful iris like 
these here. I bet many of you have iris blooming in your yards too. Maybe even in more 
colors than this. God makes so many beautiful things for us to enjoy in the world. 

God makes many things change for the better. Even people. Our story for today is about 
a man named Saul. Saul was an angry man who did not like Jesus or people who loved 
Jesus. He yelled at them and was very mean to them. Sometimes he hurt Christians or 
took them to jail. Saul was not a man you would want as your friend.  

One day, Saul was traveling to the city of Damascus. He was going there to hurt more 
Christians. As he and his friends were walking on the dusty road, they talked about what 
kinds of mean things they would do to people. Suddenly, from out of heaven, came the 
brightest light Saul had ever seen. He tried to cover his eyes to shield the light but it was 
so bright that it still hurt his eyes. He fell down on the ground to try to get away from it.   



Then he heard a voice. It was unlike any voice he had ever heard. The voice said 
“SAUL, SAUL, WHY DO YOU WANT TO HURT ME?” Saul said, “Who are you?” 
because he didn’t recognize the voice. The voice said, “I AM JESUS.”

Of course Saul was very afraid. He was shaking and could hardly speak. He said very 
quietly, “Lord, what should I do?” Jesus said, “Go into the city and someone will meet 
you and tell you what to do.” When he stood up, he uncovered his eyes, but he was 
blind. His friends had to hold his hands and lead him to the city. The light was so bright, 
he was blind for 3 whole days.  

So in the city of Damascus, the people knew Saul was coming and they were very afraid 
of what he was going to do to them. They knew he was a very cruel man. One of the men 
in the city was named Ananias and he loved God very much. God told Ananias, “I want 
you to go find Saul” but Ananias was very afraid. He said, “God, what if Saul hurts me?”

God said “I will keep you safe”. So Ananias visited Saul and prayed with him and after 
that Saul could see again. Saul stayed there and became their friend. Pretty soon, Saul 
changed his name to Paul and became a preacher. So again, God made mean Saul 
into Paul, someone who was very good.  

After a quick prayer, I’m going to share a video of a tiny egg becoming a caterpillar and 
cocoon and finally butterfly. And I want you to think about how God can make ugly 
things beautiful and bad things good. Even in our lives and in the world all around us.  

God thank you for taking care of everything in our world, every butterfly and flower and 
person. Thank you for keeping us safe, even when we feel scared. Continue to be with 
each of us until we can be together again at church.  Amen. 

Scripture Reading: Acts 9:1-19 (NIV) - Philip Unruh

1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on 
his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, 
Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did 
not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he 
could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he 
was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision 
he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”



13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my 
name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how 
much he must suffer for my name.”

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got 
up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks Be to God! 

Sermon: Luke Unruh

Good morning. I am glad that you are all here participating in worship today. I am so glad that I 
was asked to preach on this Sunday, which also happens to be my graduation. While it 
definitely looks different, it is still a very meaningful time for me, my family, and all of my 
classmates and friends. The graduation will be held in a virtual format, but is going to contain 
all of the elements that a normal commencement ceremony will have. I was voted by my class 
to be the senior class representative, which has been both a blessing and a stress in my life, 
since there were major modifications that had to be made due to COVID-19. Nevertheless, I 
am still excited for this afternoon. 

Saul, not to be confused with the first king of Israel, was a Jew. Born in Tarsus, he was very 
knowledgeable in the Torah. He had been in Jerusalem for some time before he is first 
mentioned in Acts. He first appears in Acts 7, where we see him present at the stoning of 
Stephen, the first Martyr, and later said to be in full agreement with the act.

The first account we have of Saul persecuting the followers of Jesus is in chapter 8 verse 3, 
where he was “going everywhere to destroy the church. He went from house to house 
dragging out both men and women to throw in prison.” To me, this sounds like he had a real 
hatred towards believers of Christ, and would go out of his way to harm them. It is said that he 
was uttering threats to followers with every breath out of his mouth. That takes a lot of passion 
for a cause to harm people like this. Other than this account at the beginning of chapter 8, we 
do not hear much about Saul prior to his encounter with Jesus. 

Just prior to this, Saul went to the high priest and requested that a letter should be sent out 
asking the synagogues in Damascus to cooperatrate in the arrest of followers when Saul was 
set to arrive. He would then bring the people back in shackles as prisoners to Jerusalem. The 
journey was a 6-7 day walk from Jerusalem, or about 200 miles, the distance from Tabor to 
Oklahoma City. In a car this is merely a 4.5 hour drive, but cars were a thought 1900 years 
later, so we will rule that out. 



As he was approaching the end of his journey, he was stopped dead in his tracks by a light 
that is brighter than the sun that was coming from the heavens. As Saul fell, he heard the voice 
of Jesus calling out, “Why are you persecuting me?” I wonder what kind of tone Jesus’ voice 
was in, if it was a loud booming voice, or a calm, soothing voice. Either way, it was terrifying for 
Saul and the ones who were traveling with him. How would this feel for you? Put yourself in his 
shoes. You’re in the desert, tired from the walk, but very motivated because of your duty in 
Damascus. You see a light from above, illuminating at a power higher than that of our sun. I 
know many times where I thought to myself, ‘how long can I look at the sun?’ and always 
underestimate how long I could. I stare for a little bit, and then look away, regretting my 
decision now that my vision would be skewed for the next 10 minutes. For Saul, it was an even 
brighter light that made him blind for the foreseeable future. 

I have no idea what is going through Saul’s mind at this point. You’re on a mission to arrest all 
of the followers of Christ. Then, out of nowhere, you are struck with this power of God on your 
shoulders that takes away your sight and leaves you confused, scared, and questioning the 
persecution you have been doing this whole time. No wonder Saul was not able to eat or drink 
for 3 days. 

Enter Ananias, my favorite character of the story. He is one of the people in Damascus that 
has heard Christ’s teaching and has accepted him as Lord. God then speaks to him─which 
the text makes it seem like this is no big deal─saying that he is going to go visit and heal Saul 
from Tarsus. The people must have already been warned of the persecution that he was 
administering, which Ananias states in verse 13 and 14. He questions if this is really what God 
wants. God then reiterates by saying in verses 16 and 17, “Go, for Saul is my chosen 
instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 
And I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 

Wow…

This is a big deal. How must Ananias have been feeling? To be told that the man chosen to 
share the Gospel with thousands of people is the same man who has been persecuting people 
for the same reason? This must have been troubling for Ananias, which is left out of the text. 
Ananias then went and found where Saul was staying and placed his hands on Saul. He said 
that he was sent by God to help Saul regain his sight and that Saul might be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. And just like that, the scales on Saul’s eyes fell and his sight was back. He then went 
and was baptized.

This story, though small, plays a vital role in a majority of the New Testament. This man who 
was just seen persecuting believers is credited with writing 13 and almost half of the books. 
Saul’s life was completely sideswiped out of nowhere and completely flipped on its head. It is 
very difficult to think of a similar example in recent history of someone who had as big of a life 
shift as Saul did. Yet, he played a big role in the spreading of the Gospel to Europe, which 
kickstarted the lineage of Christians around the world and would eventually lead to January 21, 
1525, the beginning of the anabaptist movement. 



Ananias was called by God to perform a very special task. Although there was some doubt, he 
listened to the Lord and answered the call by going and being with Saul. Saul answered the 
call, too, in a much more extravagant fashion. It takes a radical moment to change a man like 
Saul, but it was accomplished, because Saul was called to spread the word of God. These are 
just 2 examples of people being called by God to do his work. 

What does this look like in today’s setting? There are many answers, many which are valid. It 
could be raising money to provide a hot meal for the homeless. It could be sharing God with 
impoverished youth. And it could be teaching English at a seminary in Indonesia, which 
happens to be the call that I answered. I don’t know what this opportunity will hold or the 
challenges that it will bring. It is never going to be easy when we answer the call from God, 
which is shown in detail throughout Acts and the rest of the New Testament. It is shown in the 
Martyr’s Mirror when hundreds of people died for their faith. The call looks different for 
everyone. 

I am unsure of what the next year of my life will look like. I will be in a new country and culture 
where I will have to learn a completely new language and literally be on the other side of the 
planet, about 44 times the distance of Jerusalem to Damascus. I am excited to experience a 
completely different world than what I am used to. The landscape will be absolutely gorgeous, 
with waterfalls, mountains, tons of wildlife, and the ocean all nearby. Adjusting to a new cuisine 
and lifestyle will be tricky, but also fun, as I will be able to see how others live. I am excited for 
the opportunities I will have to make community with the people there. Even though almost 
everything else in our lifestyles is different, one thing we can connect on is Christ. 

While there are a lot of positives, there are some negatives as well. I will be thousands of miles 
from my family, friends, my church community, and everything else I know. I am scared for the 
feeling of loneliness I will feel when I arrive and for the overwhelming nature of the whole 
situation. However, since the challenges will be extremely demanding, I know I will come out of 
them even stronger. This experience will help broaden my worldview and will make me see 
God in a new light and from a different perspective. 

God calls us everyday to do tasks, but fewer times does he call us to make drastic, life-altering 
changes like Saul experienced. Saul had no idea what God had planned for him, but he 
accepted the challenge and was baptized in the church. He then spent the rest of his days 
sharing the good news and praising God. I encourage you to listen for these calls from God, 
because they are often subtle. Very rarely will something as significant as what Saul faced be 
seen in today’s world. But that does not mean that God is not calling us to serve others in his 
name. There is something that we can all do to serve in Christ’s name, and if we live like he 
did, we will be constantly serving and finding fulfillment in Jesus through these acts. Paul says 
in Romans 8:28, “ And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 

We need to always be listening for God’s call, because we never know when we will need to 
answer. 

Amen. 



Faith Sharing: “Being an Exchange Student”  Jaime Fabrellas

Leaving home is not easy,
Starting a new life is not easy,

The beginning is not easy.

I have had amazing moments here,
But what taught me most were the bad ones,

They made me see things from a different view,
And that made me grow as a person.

I would like to say thank you,
Thank you to all the locals,

Thank you for talking to me when I didn’t know how,
Thank you for being open to new people,

Thank you, thank you for being there.

But especially,
Thank you to all the exchange students,

Thank you for being brave,
Thank you for going further than anyone,

Thank you for having that spirit of exploring the world,
Thank you. 

Faith Sharing: Elizabeth Alderfer

Good Morning, 

As you probably all know I am Elizabeth Alderfer and I am a senior at Goessel High 
School. These past few months have been very different than most people’s senior years and 
not the way I planned on finishing my high school career.  School got canceled, as did many 
activities including graduation.  This past week, Goessel announced graduation will be held on 
July 18 at 4 pm in the gym and we hope it will be somewhat normal.  They will also be 
monitoring the state and guidelines to see if and what restrictions will look like at that time.  

Upon graduation, I plan to attend Bethel College.  I am really hoping and praying that this 
pandemic will clear up so colleges can function normally.  I am pretty undecided about what I 
want to study, but I trust that with God, mentors, and teachers I will figure it out.  

I would also like to take a moment to thank you and the congregation.  Over the years you 
have provided love and support in everything I have done.  You have encouraged me and 
helped me see my gifts and talents.  I am happy that I will be going to college close to home so 
I can still be connected and attend regularly. Thank you also for your thoughts, prayers, and 
messages during these past few months, they have truly meant a lot to me.



Faith Sharing: Porclein Unruh

I am Porclein Unruh and I am graduating this year from Goessel High School. This fall I will be 
attending Hesston College where I will be in their 3-year nursing program and playing 
basketball. The ending to my Senior year was very unexpected. Everything I had been looking 
forward to was suddenly gone. While it has been sad, I have enjoyed the extra time I have got 
to spend with my siblings. I am incredibly thankful for the continuous support from this 
congregation. 

Congregational Prayer & Blessing: Pastor Phil Schmidt

Those of you watching the video can see that I’m wearing my graduation regalia. This is from 
my High School, College, and Seminary Graduations and I wear this to honor and celebrate 
our Graduates, including Luke Unruh from Bethel College, and Elizabeth Alderfer and Porclein 
Unruh from Goessel High School. I also acknowledge Jaime Fabrellas, our exchange student 
this year. Thanks to each of you for sharing in our virtual worship service and blessings to each 
of you on your journeys ahead. I also want to shout out to Emily Brandt, who is graduating 
from Newton High School, and to all other grads connected to our congregation who are 
experiencing one of the most unique graduations in history. Although unexpected and not 
happening in the way that many had anticipated, it will definitely be a graduation to remember. 
And, a huge shout out also to all teachers, educators, school administrators, and parents who 
have adapted with much creativity to finish the school year well amidst very challenging 
circumstances! Congratulations to each and every one of you! Let us pray:

Gracious God, we give you thanks for your goodness in our lives and in our world. We give 
you thanks especially for graduates, for Luke, Elizabeth, Porclein, Emily, and many others. 
May you bless them and their families as they celebrate an ending to a phase of education and 
also new beginnings in the weeks and months to come. We give you thanks for Jaime and for 
his time with us in our community. May you be with him in his continued journey ahead. 

We give you thanks for teachers and all who work with education. Bless each teacher and 
administrator and school employee who has adapted with creativity and energy amidst this 
pandemic. We also pray for teachers and administrators, schools and colleges, as they begin 
to plan for the next year ahead, whether that means more online education, in-person 
gatherings, or for some, retirement. 

We give you thanks for parents who have adapted to teaching children at home in these past 
weeks. Bless each family, each child, each student as we continue to spend much quality time 
together, learning and growing as we journey onward into the unknown. 

God of love, we lift up our prayers for all who are hurting in these days. We pray for those who 
are grieving the death of loved ones, including Melody Hall in the loss of her mother as well as 
Lee and Phyllis Goertzen in the loss of Lee’s sister. We pray for all who are recovering from 
illness and injury, including Esley Schmidt, who continues to receive care at Newton Medical 
Center. We pray for all in our community facing loss, anxiety, and uncertainty in this time of 
pandemic. May you bring your healing and hope through your spirit and through your people. 



We continue to pray for all who are on the front lines of caring for others in these days, 
including those who work in nursing homes, in grocery stores, as first responders, and many 
others. 

We continue to pray for faith-based benevolent organizations, including Mennonite Central 
Committee, Mennonite Church USA, Western District Conference, the New Hope Shelter, 
Camp Mennoscah, and many others. May you grant your wisdom and perseverance to each of 
these organizations and their leadership.

God, we pray for your Spirit of patience and connection to be with each of us. As the country 
and world opens up in phases, may we persevere in patience as we seek to live out our faith 
and continue caring for our neighbors through simple acts of washing hands, wearing masks in 
public, and following social distance guidelines. May you also help us stay connected with one 
another through these days. Grant us adaptability and creativity to do phone calls, zoom calls, 
porch visits, and much more. 

We give you thanks for our congregation, for all the people that make up Tabor Mennonite 
Church. Thank you for the church council and for all who are exercising leadership for the 
benefit of our congregation and community. In a world of division, we pray that you draw us 
together during this time and inspire us to continue extending your hospitality, healing, and 
hope to others in the name of Christ with energy and generosity. We pray all these things in the 
name of Jesus, our risen Lord and Savior. And all God’s people said, Amen. 

Receive now this benediction: May the God of new life, new hope, and new beginnings lead 
and guide each of us in the journey ahead. Amen. 


