
May 31 Worship Transcript

Intro: Pastor Phil Schmidt

Welcome to our digital worship service this Pentecost Weekend! Thank you to everyone 
who helped put this service together! We’ll begin our service with a brief invitation from 
Kathy Neufeld Dunn, Western District Conference Associate Conference Minister:

Western District Conference Assembly Invitation: Kathy Neufeld Dunn

Hi, I’m Kathy. I want you to join me for the 2020 Western District Conference Annual 
Assembly. This year’s gathering will take place on August 1 and 2 virtually. We’re going 
to be hosting some amazing live interactive webinars as well as prerecorded videos; 
we’re looking forward to inspirational worship as well as the wise words of our keynote 
speaker, Danny Carrol; and, discussing the work of the church via Zoom. Of course 
these events will take place over a variety of media platforms. If that leaves you with a 
question of, “But, how can I participate?” don’t hesitate to call me with your tech 
questions, or check in with a local tech-savvy friend. We hope by August 1 and 2 that it 
will be possible for small groups to host assembly watch parties, but if it’s not possible, 
we’ll still be together in spirit and on the web. Watch here for other exciting details. In 
the meantime, save the date. We’re looking forward to seeing you on August 1 and 2. 
Thanks! 

Welcome and Prayer: Reece Hiebert

Good morning and welcome to worship at Tabor today. I am so glad you all could join us 
whether through the video recordings or the transcript of the service. Today we are 
observing Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. The call of the Holy Spirit is an 
unexpected, abrupt, sudden and an immediate change. Life has been full of the 
unexpected since the beginning of the Covid-19 outbreak. It has been unexpected that I 
would finish out my 2nd year of law school at home, all while my sister finishes out her 
3rd grade year under the same roof. Unexpected that I would be able to spend so much 
more time with family this year than I previously expected to. Unexpected that the world 
would be in such a rush to reopen when the unknowns are still so present and the 
dangers have not fully diminished. However unexpected a situation can be, we must 
keep in mind that the unexpected has always been around us. We encounter it every 
day, and nothing ever quite functions as we had planned. But that does not mean God 
is not present or that God is not working through the unexpected. What we can expect 
is that there will always be something unexpected, what matters is what our reaction to 
that unexpected event will be when we are presented with it.

Please pray with me as we gather our minds and our hearts for worship. Loving and 
Unexpected God, we ask that you be with us today, guiding our lives, our actions, our 
thoughts and our deeds, towards whatever unexpected plan you have for us. You are 
the way the truth and the light and we trust in your presence in our lives. Be with us 
Lord, Amen. 



Children’s Story: Kara Swartzendruber

Hi, children! It’s nice to see you all - even though it’s virtually. 

So today this frisbee got stuck at the very top of this redbud tree. And we were trying to 
figure out – how are we going to get the frisbee down? We thought about using a 
hockey stick to see if we could poke it, and Isaac climbed up in the tree, and the frisbee 
was way out of reach. And then all of a sudden we heard this wind, and with the wind, 
the frisbee floated out of the tree! 

In the Bible, Acts 2 tells us about a time when Jesus’ friends heard a rushing wind. It 
was the time of Pentecost, when Jews from all over their world - from 15 different places 
- came to Jerusalem to celebrate the time when God gave the law to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. Jesus’ friends were gathered in a room. When they were in the room praying, 
they heard a sound like a rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. They looked around and saw what looked like little flames over each other’s 
heads. 

Then, God’s gift of the Holy Spirit came to them. They were all filled with the Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages. The people from faraway lands heard these sounds 
and crowded around. They could all understand what the disciples were saying! 

Many people were amazed and said, “How can this be? Aren’t all these people from 
Galilee? How can they be speaking our languages? What does this mean?” 

Peter explained, “God has given us the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was killed, but 
he has been raised up by God. He is the Messiah, God’s chosen one.” 

The people were worried. They asked Peter and the others, “What should we do?” 
Peter answered, “Turn away from your sins. Be baptized in the name of Jesus. You will 
be forgiven for the wrong things you have done and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. This promise is for you, for your children, and for people who are far away. This 
promise is for everyone who is called by God.” 

That day, about three thousand people believed and were baptized.

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:1-4 - Dora Goerzen (Greek), Doris Unruh (German), Jose 
Suastegui (Spanish), Mary Schmidt (American Sign Language), Gayle Funk (English)

1 When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Without 
warning there was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it 
came from. It filled the whole building. 3 Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread 
through their ranks, 4 and they started speaking in a number of different languages as 
the Spirit prompted them.

The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks Be to God! 



Sermon: “Stronger Together” Pastor Phil

This past weekend, I re-learned an important lesson. 

So, over this past year and a half, I’ve been running regularly, and at the end of last summer, I 
made the transition from traditional running shoes to minimalist running shoes. Several weeks 
ago, I got a pair of minimalist sandals that I’d been wanting to try out on a long run. I had tried 
them on a few short jogs, but then last Sunday afternoon, I went for a 7-mile run while wearing 
them. It felt great! My feet felt lighter than ever, my legs and lungs felt great, but on miles 6 and 
7, I realized that I had a problem. What started as a minor irritation, a small amount of friction 
on the big toe on my left foot quickly became a painful blister. After my run, I had a difficult time 
putting too much weight on that foot because of the pain and I was very grateful for the pain 
reliever in the antibiotic ointment that helped me sleep later that night. 

So what was the lesson I learned? Did I learn that I shouldn’t run long distances in sandals? 
No, I didn’t learn that lesson. Was it that I shouldn’t push my body too hard to do new things? 
Nope, I didn’t that lesson earlier. The lesson I re-learned last weekend was the amazing ability 
that my body has to face adversity, recover from pain, heal, and in fact grow stronger. As I 
write/record this, it is less than a week since my painful blister, but my foot feels great! No, I 
haven’t tried out the sandals for a run again yet, but hope to do so soon. Because a new layer 
of skin has grown and I know that spot will be stronger than it was before. This is a lesson I’ve 
learned countless times in my running journey and in-fact, throughout life. God made our 
bodies with an amazing ability to face stress and then to adapt and strengthen, especially 
when we give our bodies the proper care they need. 

In Acts chapter 2, the followers of Jesus were all together in one place, waiting. Waiting for 
what? They weren’t quite sure. In the past weeks, they had faced many unexpected changes. 
Jesus, their teacher and friend had been crucified. They were filled with grief. But on the third 
day, God raised Jesus to new life! Their grief turned back to hope. Later, Jesus declared to his 
followers: “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:7). 
Then Jesus “was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight” (Acts 
1:8). Jesus was gone again and I imagine his followers were left with many different emotions. 
And so they waited with expectation for the next unexpected change to take place. 

On the day of Pentecost, when they were all together they heard the sound of a violent wind, 
they saw tongues of fire, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus in different languages! I’m so grateful for each person who presented the 
scripture in a different language for this worship service. It really helps us live into this 
passage. So they were proclaiming the Good News in different languages and a large crowd 
from many different places gathered with bewilderment and amazement. This gave Peter an 
opportunity to preach. And Peter preached up a storm, preaching through the scriptures as 
Jesus had taught him, and calling for all who were gathered to “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Many who heard this message were baptized and about 
3,000 were added to their number that day! 



Talk about church growth! From about 120 people to over 3,000 in a day. Sounds great! 
Sounds exciting! And, it sound stressful and challenging! The church, the Body of Christ, was 
barely born and it was already experiencing significant stress. How would they recover from 
this shock? How would they adapt to this new reality of the Holy Spirit’s presence and a quickly 
growing community? In acts 2:42, we read that they devoted themselves to four key practices 
of faith: the apostle’s teaching, and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. 
These were the practices that would nourish and sustain the Body of Christ in the journey 
ahead, as more and more people joined the movement, and as they faced many new 
challenges.

You see, this is just the beginning of the story. Over the next chapters in Acts, the early church 
continued to face significant challenges and adversity and opportunities. The leaders of the 
movement were arrested on multiple occasions, then there was widespread persecution, then 
there was significant conflict that threatened to divide the movement. So how did the early 
church, the Body of Christ, handle these difficult situations? 

- Did they cower in fear when things kept changing and the Holy Spirit pushed them out of 
their comfort zones? No. They followed the guidance of the Spirit and sought to live as 
faithful witnesses of the Good News of Jesus even amidst adversity. 

- Did they run away when faced with persecution? No. Instead, they allowed the Holy Spirit to 
scatter them all around the region to continue witnessing to the Good News of Jesus 
through their words and actions. 

- When significant conflict arose, did they allow that conflict to divide them? No. They called 
together a council and listened to one another, coming to a Spirit-led decision that was 
widely affirmed and celebrated. 

Throughout the story of Acts, the early church faced challenge after challenge. The coming of 
the Holy Spirit, resistance from religious and political leaders, widespread persecution, divisive 
conflict, cross-cultural outreach, and much more. But with each new challenge came a new 
opportunity for the Body of Christ to adapt, heal, and grow stronger. Just like our physical 
bodies, God created the Body of Christ to face tremendous adversity, to adapt to changing 
realities, to heal from significant pain, and to grow and strengthen in new and creative ways. 
The story of the church from the very beginning is the story of change and adapting and 
growing stronger together. 

And so, sisters and brothers in Christ, here we are amidst a time of great adversity. We are 
continuing to deal with the realities of a worldwide pandemic. About two and a half months ago, 
when we became aware of the risks of COVID-19, we quickly cancelled in-person gatherings 
at the church building and adapted. Over the past weeks, we have found our way through the 
challenges of worshipping together through Youtube and connecting through Zoom while 
remaining physically distant from one another in order to show love and care to the most 
vulnerable among us. We as the Body of Christ in this place, along with the Global Body of 
Christ, have adapted out of necessity. Now, one of the questions for us moving forward is, “Will 
we learn and grow from this experience or will we simply try to get ‘back to normal’ as quickly 
as possible?” 



On Monday evening, the Tabor Church Council will continue processing the question of 
resuming in-person gatherings on church property. Notice the language I used. We’re not 
talking about re-opening the church. We’re talking about resuming in-person gatherings at 
some point in the future. I’ve seen the following helpful quote on Facebook over the past week: 
“Just to be clear, the Church has not been closed, so it doesn’t need to be re-opened. We have 
simply stopped worshipping in our buildings for a time to protect the health & well-being of our 
people & our communities. The Church does not require a building in order to be the Church. 
What is required is love, compassion, & the presence of God.”

From the very beginning up to and through today, the church is not a place or a building. The 
Church is a people. The Church is a movement. The Church is a living Body. Thus, Church has 
not been cancelled. Faith has not been cancelled. Love has not been cancelled. Because we 
are the Church together and over these past weeks of physical distancing, I have seen 
amazing examples of the Body of Christ at work in our community and in the world. 

I have seen creative fundraising efforts like a drive-through meal and a silent auction to 
support the work of Mennonite Central Committee, and these collective efforts have added up 
to over a half of a million dollars being raised for world relief! I have seen much creativity from 
many people in our church who have shared videos and written transcripts to be included in 
our weekly worship services. It has been so good to hear and see one another in this way. I 
have seen many people connect to Zoom on Sunday mornings, ready and willing to share from 
their hearts and grow in deeper relationships. I have seen examples of small groups of people 
reaching out to one another to do outdoor Bible Study and Small Group and porch visits with 
neighbors and friends. I have seen people offering themselves to serve others through mowing 
lawns, deliver groceries, and other tasks. I have experienced the joy of just visiting with others 
on the phone or via Zoom to stay connected. These are just a few examples of the Church 
being the Church in this new reality. What other examples are you aware of? 

So, in light of this, one of my questions is still, “How will we learn and grow from this 
experience?” Personally, I don’t think we want to spend our time and energy on getting ‘back to 
normal’. Because we are facing a world-changing pandemic. Instead of trying to get ‘back to 
normal’, let’s look ahead to what our next normal might be like. As we do this, let’s learn from 
the experiences of the early church. Instead of finding ourselves flooded with fear, let us 
continue to pray for the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Instead of seeing physical 
distance as a barrier, let us see this time as an opportunity to grow in deeper connection and 
relationship with one another. Instead of allowing conflict to divide us, let us draw together, 
listen to one another and to the Holy Spirit, so that we can move forward in a way that is widely 
affirmed and celebrated! Especially as tensions escalate around the country and world: 
political divisions, riots, racial discrimination, and so much more, may we focus on being the 
Body of Christ, ambassadors of peace and reconciliation, in new and creative ways.  

Let me be clear, the responsibility for being the Church today does not lie solely with the Pastors 
or the Council or the Conference or the Denomination. The responsibility for being the Church, 
the Body of Christ today, lies with each and every one of us. Together, we can face this time of 
adversity. Together, we can receive God’s healing presence. Together, we can grow stronger, 
adapting and learning all along the way. What will the church look like in six months or a year of 
five years? I’m not sure. But I know that as we journey forward together, the Body of Christ will 
be strengthened as we all seek to be Christ’s witnesses in our everyday lives especially as we 
face times of challenge and adversity. May we be Christ’s Body together. Amen. 



Faith Sharing: Ilona Abrahams

It seemed like it should be. The classroom was empty. The playground was quiet. The desks 
were empty. It seemed like summer vacation. But it wasn’t. Something was different, very 
different. A void was there. A freedom that usually accompanies this void was not there. The 
teachers. The same ones that run happily and haphazardly out of the school building every 
May grinning from ear to ear were now grieving. The kids were gone, no time to say goodbye, 
no time to give a final high five, no time to give a final hug. The kids were simply gone. The 
virus, this particular COVID -19 virus cut short every plan we had in our schedule for the last 
nine weeks of school. An inner voice whispered, trust me! 

There are many viruses in our lives that surface and force us to take an unexpected turn. It’s 
easy to start questioning God when we don’t know the answers. However, God is ultimately in 
control of life. God will reach out to others through us in ways we might never be aware of. 

When I stepped back and trusted, I began to see there was growth woven into this tangled 
web of a different schedule. As I began to communicate with kids through email and zoom, 
new personalities began to emerge. Personalities I had never seen in the classroom. When I 
asked the kids how things were going with homeschooling, I got a variety of responses but one 
student’s response put it all into perspective. This student responded by saying, things seem to 
be going well, but my homeschool teacher may need a sub! I sat back, laughed, and sent him 
an email expressing how he had made my day. Kids learn so much from how adults respond to 
situations. I wanted to make sure the kids saw I was responding in joy, that we could have fun 
amidst this craziness. I realized the kids needed to trust me as we waded through this 
madness. And again the voice whispered trust me. 

Most of my fifth grade class came to my drive thru retirement party. I received many cards, well 
wishes, and gifts. However, the gift that spoke to me the most was a wall hanging they had 
worked on while in art class before the pandemic. The inscription on the wall hanging reads, 
“His eye is on the sparrow and I know he watches over me.” How appropriate. During times of 
uncertainty, it’s so easy to spiral out of control and lose hope. What is important for us to 
remember is that He is by our side and HE watches over us through it all. Our job, is to simply 
TRUST HIM!

Congregational Prayer & Blessing: Pastor Katherine Goerzen

Grace and peace to you all. We come now to a time of prayer.

We give thanks that everything went well with Jordan Nickel’s surgery, and that they were able 
to successfully place the ear tubes. Thanks be to God! 

We also want to remember Esley Schmidt and Hildred Schmidt at this time. Esley has been 
moved to Asbury Park for a time of rehab following his stay in the hospital. Lord, hear our 
prayers for Esley, during this time of recovery, as well as our prayers for Hildred, during this 
time when she is away from her brother. 



Let us join our hearts together in prayer:
God of wind and flame, We lift up the prayers of your people:

We give thanks for a successful surgery for Jordan Nickel. Continue to bring your healing and 
strength to him, and Kenton, Eunice, Lydia, Miriam and his extended family in the days ahead. 
We pray for Esley, following his move to Asbury Park. Surround both Esley and Hildred with 
your care and your peace during this time of transition. 

We pray for Jaime Fabrellas as he returns home to Spain. May it be a joyous homecoming. We 
pray also for Duane, Janna, Dawson, and Adriana following this time of saying goodbye. 

Continue to breathe into our lives and transform us into a people who share your love with a 
world in pain. Continue to ignite in us the fire of hope and empower us to proclaim your hope in 
a world given to despair. 

You are a God of many languages. Speak to us in the language that we need to hear today. 
Hear us in the language that we speak. You sing the language of joy with us. 
Hear all of your children who joyfully praise you today. 
Hear all who celebrate relationships and extended times with loved ones. 
Hear all who are filled with wonder at the beauty and majesty of your creation.
Hear all whose hearts are burning within them while they recognize your presence, 
compassion, and faithfulness.  

And yet, God of life, you also speak the languages of pain, sorrow, and despair. 
Hear all your children who speak, who wail, who whisper in these languages this day. 
Hear all who find themselves in hospital beds, or who are waiting anxiously to see or hear 
news of their loved ones.
Hear all who are grieving the loss of people whom they loved.
Hear all who worry about where the next meal or the next pay check will come from. 
Hear all who are filled with anxiety, fear, and dread during times of darkness. 

God of Pentecost, who speaks with many tongues, fill us with your Holy Spirit. Hear the 
prayers your people offered to you using many different languages. 
We pray all this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  1

So now we leave this [time] of worship 
And while so much of the road ahead is uncertain, the path constantly changing,
we know some things that are as solid and sure as the ground beneath our feet, 
and the sky above our heads.
 
We know God is love. We know Christ’s light endures. 
We know the Holy Spirit this there, found in the space between all things,
closer to us than our next breath, binding us to each other, until we meet we again, 
Go in peace.2

 Abridged and adapted from a prayer by Rev. Gord Waldie. Prayer found on the re:Worship blog.1

 By Rev. Nora Vedress. Found on re:Worship blog2


