
June 14 Worship Transcript

Scripture Reading: Ruth 2:1-13 (NRSV) - Diana Schmidt

Ruth 2:1   Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s side, a prominent rich man, of 
the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, 
“Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain, behind someone in whose 
sight I may find favor.” She said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she went. She came 
and gleaned in the field behind the reapers. As it happened, she came to the part of the 
field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4 Just then Boaz came from 
Bethlehem. He said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you.” They answered, “The 
LORD bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, 
“To whom does this young woman belong?” 6 The servant who was in charge of the 
reapers answered, “She is the Moabite who came back with Naomi from the country of 
Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please, let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the 
reapers.’ So she came, and she has been on her feet from early this morning until now, 
without resting even for a moment.”

Ruth 2:8   Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in 
another field or leave this one, but keep close to my young women. 9 Keep your eyes 
on the field that is being reaped, and follow behind them. I have ordered the young men 
not to bother you. If you get thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young 
men have drawn.” 10 Then she fell prostrate, with her face to the ground, and said to 
him, “Why have I found favor in your sight, that you should take notice of me, when I am 
a foreigner?” 11 But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law 
since the death of your husband has been fully told me, and how you left your father 
and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. 12 
May the LORD reward you for your deeds, and may you have a full reward from the 
LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge!” 13 Then she 
said, “May I continue to find favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and 
spoken kindly to your servant, even though I am not one of your servants.”
The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks Be to God! 

Sermon: Pastor Katherine Goerzen

The book of Ruth begins in crisis: severe famine, displacement to a foreign land, and the 
devastating deaths of loved ones. Through these horrific circumstances, Naomi’s life is suddenly 
stripped of all familiarity, all that once provided stability, and all that once gave her life meaning.  1

She found herself widowed and childless in a foreign land with no means of support or security. 

Yet even in the midst of her “emptiness” , “bitterness” , and grief, there were people in her life who 2 3

cared for her and stuck with her, even through dark and dire circumstances. During seemingly 
bleak and hopeless moments, there were unexpected acts of steadfast love and compassion which 
worked for good in Naomi’s life, bringing joy and fullness even beyond her wildest expectations. 

Paraphrased from Eunny P. Lee from Women’s Biblical Commentary: Ruth1

Ruth 1:212

Ruth 1:203



The first series of unexpected acts of steadfast love and kindness came from Ruth, Naomi’s 
daughter-in-law. Ruth genuinely loved Naomi. For her sake, Ruth chose to leave her family, 
her friends, her country, and her most likely option for a stable life behind her in order to 
remain with Naomi. I’m sure Ruth realized just how vulnerable Naomi was with no family to 
support her. Rather than choosing what was in her own best interest, Ruth was unwilling to 
leave Naomi alone in her grief and vulnerability, but journeyed with her as an ally and a friend. 

Ruth continued to make choices with Naomi’s well-being in mind, including choosing a 
marriage partner who could redeem the land of Naomi’s husband, or allowing Naomi to raise 
Ruth’s son as her own. 

Ruth’s loyalty and steadfast kindness to Naomi went beyond anything that could have been 
expected of her, and made a tremendous impact on Naomi’s life. 

The second series of unexpected acts of steadfast love and kindness came from Boaz, a 
privileged landowner and relative of Naomi’s late husband. Boaz took God’s commandments 
seriously, and allowed the poor and the foreigners to gather the gleanings from the harvest.  And 4

yet, he went beyond even the expectations of the law by his generous hospitality towards Ruth 
(and by extension, Naomi). He took actions to make it clear that Ruth was under his protection, 
as he would have recognized how vulnerable she would have been to harassment and abuse. 

He invited her to come and eat from his own table, even going so far to serve her himself. 

He extended gleaning privileges to her that went far beyond the usual practices to ensure that 
Ruth, a foreign widow, would receive an abundant harvest so that both she and Naomi would 
be well cared for.  5

And Boaz, a man of privilege and status, witnessed to those around him by extending gracious 
hospitality to Ruth, a foreign widow, in a public setting where he would have had a good deal of 
influence and authority. 

Boaz’s steadfast love and kindness towards Ruth, and by extension, Naomi, went above and 
beyond anything that would have been expected of him, and made a tremendous difference in 
the lives of Naomi and Ruth. 

Surely these amazing acts of steadfast love by the people in this story, which went so far 
beyond what was expected of them, had an impetus and source much deeper than simply a 
desire to do good in the world. Although, truth be told, the author of Ruth doesn’t seem to 
make this very obvious; after all, throughout much of the Old Testament, God seems to show 
up in dramatic and obvious ways. This is not the case in the story of Ruth. God’s presence and 
power, the source and impetus of the character’s actions, is woven throughout this book, just 
not in the ways that we usually expect in an Old Testament story. 

See Leviticus 19:9-10 and 23:22, as well as Deuteronomy 24:19-22. In the words of Robert L. Hubbard Jr., “behind these 4

regulations stood the full authority of the legal landowner: Yahweh himself. Israelite farmers might be the means of 
provision, but the great compassionate landlord was the actual generous benefactor of the poor.” (New International 
Commentary on the Old Testament: The Book of Ruth) (See Leviticus 25:23)
Eunny P. Lee, Women’s Biblical Commentary: Ruth 5



This book proclaims to us that God moves within the world through the faithful actions and 
faithful prayers  of faithful people during the course of their ordinary and everyday lives. 6

In the book of Ruth “God does not guide human affairs through intermittent miracles followed 
by long periods of apparent retreat.”  Rather, God’s activity is hidden within the compassionate 7

actions of faithful people, all the while presuming that God is the source and cause of these 
events. “The book’s teaching is simple and straightforward: whenever people of faith practice 
God-like [love] toward each other, God himself acts in them.”8

This book serves as an important reminder to us that our acts of steadfast love and kindness 
towards others, especially those who are different, vulnerable, and marginalized, that these 
actions matter. Indeed, it is in these actions that God is revealed. 

In these days when so many, including our country’s political leaders, are acting out of what 
they believe to be their own best interest rather than the best interests of all, or are “breathing 
threats and murder”  against those who are already vulnerable and marginalized, we who are 9

God’s people are called to choose the costly way of steadfast love. We do this, not only 
because we have a desire to do good in a hurting world, but we act out of steadfast love 
because God first loved us.  As people of faith, we trust that God is working through our 10

faithful prayers and our faithful actions.  

The story of Ruth was specifically chosen for this week because of the harvest imagery, as we 
wish God’s blessings upon the farmers and workers and upon the land itself in anticipation of 
the wheat harvest. As I was prayerfully pondering what I wanted to say, another verse with 
agrarian language kept coming to mind: “the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 
And a harvest of justice is sown in peace for those who make peace.”11

The peaceful, compassionate actions of the characters in the book of Ruth went on to produce 
an abundant harvest of justice, that perhaps went above and beyond what anyone might have 
been expecting: a foreigner was welcomed into God’s people and became one of the most 
celebrated women in Jewish and Christian history, a life of stability and providence was 
restored for two desperately vulnerable widows, and a child was born who would one day be 
an ancestor of Israel’s most famous king (who would in turn become the ancestor of the true 
king of the world).  God is still working through our acts of kindness in the midst of the 12

everyday comings and goings of our lives. And we, as people of faith, choose steadfast love 
because we trust that God is bringing about an abundant harvest through the acts of peace 
that we sow today. May it be so. Amen.

God’s name is most often used in the book of Ruth in the blessings and prayers of the characters. And, amazingly, every 6

single prayer in the book is answered during the course of the plot (1:8-9; 2:12, 19-20; 3:10; 4:11-12, 14). A sermon for 
another time...
Robert L. Hubbard Junior,  New International Commentary on the Old Testament: The Book of Ruth7

Ibid. Original word for the bracketed “love” is the Hebrew word “Hesed” which is often translated as “steadfast love”8

Acts 9:19

1 John 4:1910

James 3:17-1811

Indeed, Ruth is remembered as Jesus’ ancestor in Matthew 1. In this genealogy, there are 5 women mentioned, “four of 12

whom, the keen reader might notice, were foreigners.” (Rachel Held Evans, A Year of Biblical Womanhood)



Congregational Prayer and Blessing: Pastor Phil Schmidt

Loving God, we bring our prayers to you this day, trusting in the words of Galatians 6:9 and 
James 3:18: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.” “Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness.” 

God we know that you are a God of Justice and Peace, even in the midst of a world full of 
chaos and violence. We trust that you are working through your Holy Spirit and through your 
people to bring your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

We continue to lament along with many others the racial injustice, the white supremacy, the 
police brutality, the divisive politics, the hatred and fear, which all seem to run rampant in our 
country and our world. 

As we lament the pain and brokenness in our world, we also give thanks for signs of your 
kingdom at work. We give you thanks for peacemakers who are sowing in peace. We give you 
thanks for people who are practicing steadfast love and compassion through the way they live. 
We give you thanks for the Black Lives Matter movement and for all the peaceful protests and 
vigils around the country that are having a positive impact on people’s lives and are helping to 
name and change unjust policies. We give you thanks for many people who are courageously 
acting to name and undue racism. We give you thanks for the opportunity we each have to be 
a part of a movement for peace and justice in our world. God, grant us courage, creativity, and 
strength. 

We continue to lift up our prayers to you as acts of love for you and for our neighbors. We pray 
for our loved ones and our communities. In our church family, we pray specifically for Eileen 
Schmidt who is recovering from corneal transplant/cataract surgery. Grant healing and peace. 
We continue to pray for Esley Schmidt as he continues to recover at Asbury Park. And, we give 
thanks and celebrate with Rosie and Kent Jantz upon the safe arrival of their second 
grandson, Harrison Parker!

We pray our country and for the world. Be with all who continue to suffer the impacts of the 
novel coronavirus, whether through illness, isolation, or loss of employment. Grant your 
comfort and peace. Be with and strengthen all who are exercising leadership for the common 
good of humanity. 

As we seek to journey forward into an uncertain and unknown future, help us to extend grace 
and compassion and love to ourselves and those around us, trusting that each small act of 
kindness is a reflection of your presence in our lives and in the world. Amen. 

 


