June 21 Worship Transcript
Welcome and Prayer - Janna Duerksen
Good morning to all of you joining us to worship through this digital format at Tabor
Mennonite Church. A special Father’s Day blessing goes out as well, for the Lord is like
a father to his children compassionate and merciful, filled with endless love. He forgives
our sins, and heals the sickness inside us; he surrounds us with love and mercy and fills
our lives with good things!
Today we come from the chaos of our lives, seeking God in this place. We want
answers; we want deliverance; we want to be heard. Just as the daughters of
Zelophehad in today’s scripture, who had the courage to speak up about a law change,
we too must have the courage to recognize our own biases. We come in our deep
weakness into the powerful presence of God. We lift our hands; we lift our hearts; we lift
our voices. We come in faith that the Mighty One, the Holy One Is present. Is listening.
Is enacting justice in our world. Let us worship together in hope.
Loving God, we come together on this Father’s Day, reminded not just of our earthly
fathers but of you. You tell us that all who believe in you shall be called your children. For
the wonder of your love, we praise you. God, we see in your Word that injustice has long
been part of humankind. And we see in your Word that your voice speaks toward justice
and peace for all people. If we have furthered injustice in this world, forgive us. As our
lives are bound up in unjust structures, Have mercy upon us. When you would, use our
voices to speak your words of justice and peace. Guide us and give us courage. Amen.
Scripture Reading: Numbers 27:1-11 (NIV) - Jim Schmidt
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad came forward. Zelophehad was son of Hepher son
of Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph, a member of the Manassite
clans. The names of his daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2
They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the congregation, at
the entrance of the tent of meeting, and they said, 3 “Our father died in the wilderness;
he was not among the company of those who gathered themselves together against the
LORD in the company of Korah, but died for his own sin; and he had no sons. 4 Why
should the name of our father be taken away from his clan because he had no son?
Give to us a possession among our father’s brothers.”
5 Moses brought their case before the LORD. 6 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
7 The daughters of Zelophehad are right in what they are saying; you shall indeed let
them possess an inheritance among their father’s brothers and pass the inheritance of
their father on to them. 8 You shall also say to the Israelites, “If a man dies, and has no
son, then you shall pass his inheritance on to his daughter. 9 If he has no daughter, then
you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 10 If he has no brothers, then you shall
give his inheritance to his father’s brothers. 11 And if his father has no brothers, then
you shall give his inheritance to the nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it.
It shall be for the Israelites a statute and ordinance, as the LORD commanded Moses.”
The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks Be to God!

Sermon: “Time to Look Again” — Pastor Phil Schmidt
As a father, one of the biggest dreams I have for my children, is that they will grow up to be
kind, compassionate, loving, caring men who love God and follow Jesus. I pray that they will
see and know that their lives are important and that they can have a positive impact on the
people and world around them, even when that means naming and challenging injustice.
This is also a dream for my life, that I will have a positive impact on the people and world
around me, and that I will have the courage to name and speak against injustice. And, it is one
of my dreams as a pastor, that we, the people of Tabor Mennonite Church, will continue
learning to follow Jesus even in uncertain and tense times, and that we will have a positive
impact on the world around us by naming injustice and working with God to bring about
reconciliation.
Today’s scripture passage is from the book of Numbers. Numbers is the story of God’s people
journeying from Mt. Sinai, through the wilderness, to the edge of the Promised Land.
Throughout the journey, the people complain a lot, and even amidst God’s judgment, God
shows immense mercy and faithfulness to the people throughout the journey. Near the end of
Numbers, the story shifts from the generation of people who journeyed through the wilderness
for 40 years to the next generation who will enter the Promised Land. One key item of
discussion is the inheritance of land, which was normally passed from men to their sons. But
what about when there aren’t any sons?
In Numbers 27, Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah, the daughters of Zelophehad
courageously came forward to challenge one of the laws about land that had a significant
impact on their lives. Their father had died in the wilderness, as was the case for this whole
generation of people, but they didn’t have any brothers to inherit their father’s land. So these
five brave women, who are all named not only once, but three times in the book of Numbers,
came to Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders and the whole assembly at the entrance to the
tent of meeting. In other words, Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah courageously
brought their challenge directly to God, the defender of the defenseless. They demanded that
the unjust law be changed. And when Moses brought their case before the Lord, God agreed
with the five women and the law was indeed changed.
This is an amazing story highlighting the courage of these women and the character of God. If
I was Zelophehad, and was there to witness this story, I as a father would have felt immense
pride for my children who courageously confronted injustice, which resulted in a positive
change in their lives and the world around them.
While our culture and context is different than the story of Numbers, we are currently
journeying through a time of wilderness, there are many systems at work in our world today,
and there are a lot of unjust policies and practices that need to be confronted. For example,
many of us learned about some of the injustices in the U.S. immigration system when Kara
Hartzler came to share with us several weeks ago.

In these recent weeks, many people in our country have had a new awakening to the injustices
of systemic racism. As a response, many people have been protesting. I was grateful to hear
that some people from our congregation attended the “Rally for George Floyd” in Newton this
past Friday. And, I am grateful to our Deacon team, who are encouraging the congregation to
consider how we might respond to systemic racism, especially in light of our congregation’s
peace witness. Furthermore, I find it encouraging that some of the protests around the country
have had concrete results in which unjust policies have been looked at again and in some
cases, changed. And, thinking about the bigger picture, I am grateful that more and more
people are recognizing the need to learn more about systemic racism in the pursuit of
becoming “anti-racist.”
As I write and record this, it is June 19, also known as Juneteenth, also known as “Freedom Day,” a
celebration of the libration of people who had been held as slaves in the United States. Juneteenth
commemorates June 19,1865, when it was proclaimed in Texas that all people held as slaves in
Texas were free, finally fulfilling the Emancipation Proclamation from two and a half years earlier.
And so today, this weekend, I invite us to join with people all around the country and world
lamenting the injustice of slavery, lamenting that our country’s founding documents did not
recognize all people as fully human, and lamenting the racial injustice that has continued to
infect our society all the way up to today. And, as we lament and begin to acknowledge our
own complicity in this history, let us also join in celebrating the progress that has been made
toward justice while also acknowledging that there is a long way to go.
So where do we go from here? I think one important action step is to learn more about the
unjust policies and systems that are at work in our world. For this reason, I’m including a video
by Phil Vischer, whose voice you might recognize as Bob the Tomato, because Phil is the
creator of Veggie Tales. He recently put out a video entitled “Race in America,” and I
encourage you watch the video and/or read the transcript in a spirit of learning.
“Race in America” - Phil Vischer
We need to talk about race. Why are people protesting? Why are people angry? Slavery
ended 150 years ago. The civil rights movement was 60 years ago. Racial discrimination is
illegal now. Heck, we even had a black president. So why are people still upset?
We're gonna go through history, and we're gonna look at some data, and we're gonna go
quickly so this video doesn't get too long, so hang on.
These are two households in America. One is black. The other is white. Today, the average
black household has 60% of the income of the average white household but only one-tenth of
the household wealth. Why does that matter? Well, household wealth helps send kids to
school, helps launch small businesses, stabilizes loss of income, and helps families survive
catastrophic events like divorce or unemployment. What’s amazing about these numbers is
that there are lots of extremely wealthy African Americans: movie stars, pop stars, 75% of the
NBA, 70% of the NFL, Oprah, Tyler Perry, Ben Carson, Morgan Freeman. And, there are a lot
of extremely poor white families: think of Appalachia and other parts of rural America. But even
when we factor all that in, the average black household still has only 1/10 the wealth of the
average white household. How did that happen? Well, here we go.

What happened after we freed the slaves, after the Civil War ended? 9 states enacted
vagrancy laws, making it a crime to not have a job. The law was applied only to black men.
Eight of those states then allowed prisoners, the black men who’d just been arrested for not
having a job, to be hired out to plantation owners with little or no pay going to the prisoners
themselves. So, that's right, men who had been freed from the plantations found themselves
right back on the plantations. Additional laws prohibited “mischief” and “insulting gestures,”
which allowed more black men to be arrested and created a huge market for convict leasing.
Working conditions for these leased convicts could be worse than slavery because the
plantation owner leasing the black prisoner had no long-term interest in his well-being.
By the turn of the 20th century, every state in the South had mandated racial segregation by
law, Jim Crow laws, which supported a social ostracism for blacks that extended to schools,
churches, housing, jobs, restrooms, hotels and restaurants, hospitals, prisons, Funeral Homes,
morgues, and cemeteries. White politicians competed with each other to be more strict and
specific on segregation. For example, a law prohibiting blacks and whites from playing chess
together. No interracial chess playing…that might lead to lawn darts.
In 1896 the Supreme Court ruled that these Jim Crow laws were perfectly legal because they
“reflected customs and traditions” and “preserved public peace and good order.” These laws
stayed in place until 1954 when the idea of “separate but equal” was struck down in the ruling
known as “Brown versus Board of Education.” So what happened next after Brown? Well,
in 1956 the southern manifesto was signed by 101 out of 128 Congress members from the
South, pledging to maintain Jim Crow by all means possible. Five states passed nearly 50 new
Jim Crow laws after 1954. Private “white’s only" schools dubbed “segregation academies”
popped up all across the South, many of them Christian. But now widespread civil rights protests
combined with anti-war protests that were occasionally becoming violent inspired the political rise
of “law and order” rhetoric. Richard Nixon became the first candidate to campaign specifically on
a platform of “law and order.” In 1968, 81% of Americans agreed that law and order had broken
down in this country, and the majority blamed Communists and “Negroes who start riots.”
Let's go back to household wealth. The average black household has one-tenth the wealth of
the average white household. Why is that? Because the number one source of
intergenerational wealth in America is home ownership. And from the 1930s to well into the
1960s, the federal government enacted policies to actively encourage white families to own
homes and discourage black families from doing the same. In 1934, the Federal Housing
Administration created a risk rating system to determine which neighborhoods were safe
investment for federally backed mortgages. Black neighborhoods were deemed too risky,
marked off in maps with red ink, in a practice now known as “redlining.”
After World War II, a boom of new suburban housing was built all over the country, much of it
restricted by deed to “Whites Only.” In 1948, 40% of new housing developments in
Minneapolis, for example, had covenants prohibiting purchase by African Americans. So blacks
couldn't live in white neighborhoods and couldn't get federally insured loans for black
neighborhoods. Until 1950, the realtor’s code of ethics specifically prohibited selling a house in
a white neighborhood to a non-white family. You could lose your realtor's license if you helped
a black family buy a home in a white neighborhood. In the 1930s the FHA’s underwriting
manual said, “Incompatible racial groups should not be permitted to live in the same

communities.” The FHA went on to recommend that highways would be a great way to
separate black neighborhoods from white neighborhoods. The FHA funded huge white only
suburban housing developments, leaving blacks behind in inner cities.
After World War II, the GI bill provided subsidized mortgages to help millions of men returning
from war to buy their first home. While technically eligible for the GI Bill, the way it was
administered left 1 million black veterans largely on the outside looking in. In New York and
New Jersey, the GI Bill ensured more than 67,000 new mortgages. Fewer than 100 of those
went for homes purchased by non-whites. In 1947 there were 3,200 mortgages in Mississippi
guaranteed by the government for returning veterans. Of the 3,200, only two went to black
veterans. As a result, white families after the war were able to build home equity, growing
wealth for retirement, inheritance, and college education for their kids. One historian has stated
that there was “…no greater instrument for widening an already huge racial gap in postwar
America than the GI Bill.”
And then came the war on drugs. Inner-city blacks were extremely vulnerable economically.
The overwhelming majority of African Americans 1970 lacked college degrees and had grown
up in fully segregated schools. In the second half of the 20th century, factories and
manufacturing jobs moved to the suburbs. Black workers struggled to follow the jobs. They
couldn't live in many of the new suburban developments, and as late as 1970, only 28% of
black fathers had access to a car. When a white man in Cicero Illinois just outside Chicago
sublet an apartment to a black family, the white community rioted, setting fire to the apartment
building and smashing windows until the National Guard had to intervene.
The result of all of this: in 1970, 70% of African American men had good blue-collar jobs; by
1987 only 28% did. As unemployment skyrocketed in African American communities, so did
drug use. As drug use increased, so did crime: a dynamic today that we see playing out in
white rural communities hit hard by unemployment and opioid addiction. Throughout the
1970s, white America became increasingly concerned by images of black violence shown on
TV and in magazines. Drugs were the problem. Drug dealers and drug users were the enemy.
So we decided to treat the drug epidemic not as a health crisis but as a crisis of criminality, and
we militarized our response.
During the “Reagan Bush years” from 1981 to 1991, how we invested money in anti-drug
allocation completely changed. The anti-drug budget for the Department of Defense went from
33 million dollars in 1981 to more than 1 billion dollars in 1991. The drug enforcement agency’s
budget to fight criminality and drug use went from 86 million dollars to more than a billion dollars.
Then we came to the 1986 anti-drug Abuse Act, which carried mandatory minimum sentences,
much harsher for the distribution of crack cocaine, which was associated with blacks, than
powder cocaine, which was associated with whites, mandated evictions from public housing for
any tenant who permitted a drug-related criminal activity to occur on or near premises. It
eliminated many government benefits, including student loans for anyone convicted of a drug
crime. The 1988 revision set a five-year minimum sentence for possessing any amount of crack
cocaine, even if there was no intent to distribute. Previously, had been a one-year maximum
sentence for possessing any amount of any drug without the intent to distribute.

Now it might seem like we're picking on Republicans, so now it's time to pick on some
Democrats. During the Clinton presidency, the funding for public housing was cut by 17 billion
dollars. At the same time the funding for prisons increased by 19 billion dollars. The number of
Americans imprisoned for drug crimes exploded. In 1980, there were 41,000 Americans
imprisoned for drug crimes. Today, there are more than a half million, more than the entire
1980 prison population. Most arrests are for possession. In 2005, 80% of the arrests were for
possessing drugs, not selling drugs.
In a bizarre twist, we also militarized our police forces. Between 1997 and 1999, the Pentagon
handled 3.4 million orders for military equipment from more than 11,000 police agencies,
including 253 aircraft, including Blackhawk and Huey helicopters, 7,800 M-16 rifles, 181
grenade launchers — grenade launchers for the police — 8,000 bulletproof helmets, 1,200
night-vision goggles. We also changed policing tactics. A “no-knock entry” is when a SWAT
team literally breaks down your door or smashes in through the windows, like in E.T. when the
cops come flying in from every direction looking for E.T. So back to Minneapolis: in 1986
Minneapolis SWAT teams performed “no knock” entries 35 times. 10 years later, in 1996, they
performed “no knock” entries 700 times — that's two every day. There were financial incentives
for arresting more drug users. Federal grants to local police departments were tied to the
number of drug arrests. Research suggests the huge surge in arrests from increased drug
enforcement was do more to budget incentives than to actual increases in drug use.
So what was the result? An explosion of our prison population. In 25 years, the U.S. prison
population went from 350,000 to over 2.3 million. The United States now has the highest rate
of incarceration in the world. We imprison a higher percentage of our black population than
South Africa ever did during apartheid. Data shows that the increased prison population was
driven primarily by changes in sentencing policy. There was no visible connection between
higher incarceration rates and higher violent crime rates. If you are a drug felon, you are
barred from public housing, you are ineligible for food stamps, you're forced to check the box
on employment applications marking yourself as a convicted felon. A criminal record has been
shown to reduce the likelihood of getting a call back or job offer by as much as 50%. The
negative impact of a criminal record for an African American job applicant is twice as large as
for a white applicant. In 2006, 1 in 106 white men was behind bars. For black men, it was 1 in
14. For black men between the age of 20 and 35, the age where families are built, it's 1 in 9.
Overall, African Americans and white Americans use drugs at roughly the same rate, but the
imprisonment rate of African Americans for drug charges is almost six times that of whites. It
may be true that there isn't explicit racism in our legal system anymore, but it doesn't mean
justice is blind.
A study: a law in Georgia permitted prosecutors to seek life imprisonment for a second drug
offense. Over the period of the study, this law was used against 1% of white second time
offenders and 16% of black second time offenders. As a result, 98% of prisoners serving life
sentences under this law were black.
Study: African American youth in the US make up 16% of all youth, but 28% of all juvenile
arrests, 35% of youth sent to adult court instead of juvenile court, and 58 percent of youth
admitted to adult state prison.

A study: blacks on the New Jersey Turnpike make up 15% of all drivers, but 42% of all stops
by police, and 73 percent of all arrests. Among all drivers stopped, white drivers were 2 times
more likely than black drivers to be carrying drugs.
Study — Volusia County Florida: 5% of drivers were black or Latino, but 80% of drivers
stopped were black or Latino.
Study — Oakland California: black drivers are twice as likely as white drivers to be stopped
and three times more likely to be searched.
In Minneapolis, Philando Castile had been pulled over 49 times in 13 years, mostly for minor
infractions. The 49th time he was pulled over, he was shot by the officer while sitting inside his
car. He'd been pulled over for a broken taillight.
Chuck Colson’s organization, Prison Fellowship, recently organized a manifesto that was
signed by Evangelical leaders, asserting that, “Our over-reliance on incarceration fails to make
us safer or restore the people in communities who have been harmed.”
Unconscious bias seeps into schools too - as white teachers often assume black students are
less intelligent than they actually are. A gifted student usually has to be recommended by a
teacher to move to a gifted track. When a teacher is black, an equally gifted white and black
student have comparable chances of being recommended. When the teacher is white, the
black students odds of being recommended are cut in half. Are white teachers racist? No. Are
they affected by bias? Yes. And it affects black students every day.
So where are we? The average black household has 1/10 the wealth of the average white
household. This didn’t happen by accident. It happened by policy. We, the majority culture, told
them where they could live and where they couldn’t. Then we moved most of the jobs to the
places we told them they couldn't live. When the predictable explosion of unemployment and
poverty resulted in a predictable increase in drug use and crime, we criminalized the problem.
We built nineteen billion dollars of new jails and sold grenade launchers to the police. As a
result, a white boy born in America today has a 1 in 23 chance of going to prison in his lifetime.
For a black boy, it's 1 in 4.
And that is why people are angry. Many people care deeply about these issues. Many have
suggested solutions. Some of those have been tested, with results ranging from moderate
success to abject failure.
I'm not here to tell you what the right solutions are because I don't know. I'm just here to ask
you to do one thing. It is the thing that begins every journey to a solution for every problem.
What am I asking you to do?
Care.
Care. Listen. Learn.

“Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless;
Plead the case of the widow.” (Isaiah 1:17)
“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility. It’s easy to say ‘It’s not my child,
not my community, not my world, not my problem.’ Then there are those who see the need and
respond. I consider those people my heroes.” (Fred Rogers)
“Let my heart be broken by the things that break God’s heart.” (Bob Pierce)
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, may we embrace the example of Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Tirzah, who courageously confronted an unjust policy in their world. But let us not blindly
confront every policy. Rather, let us care deeply about the systemic injustice of racism and
other injustices that have taken place throughout history and up to today. Let us listen to our
marginalized sisters and brothers all around the community, country, and world. Let us learn
more about the experiences of people as well as the policies that perpetuate the problems. Let
us lament, joining our voices in protest of injustice, which is in direct opposition to God’s reign
proclaimed by Jesus. And, let us also pursue positive and productive ways to act, joining our
voices to call for needed change amidst the brokenness in our world.
As we continue in worship, I invite you to reflect on your response to these challenges as we
listen and sing along with Bryan Moyer Suderman’s song, “The Daughters of Zelophehad.”
Faith Sharing: Emil Schmidt
Greetings Tabor Friends, I don’t know how everyone else feels about the year 2020, but to me
it seems like it’s time to turn the calendar to 2021! The anxiety, uncertainness, and the
uneasiness caused by the Covid-19 virus makes me uncomfortable. Just thinking now about
all the ways that it has aﬀected us is distressing. Now, imagine that we lived our lives with all
those same stresses, only more so, because of the color of our skin. Here in our mostly white,
rural community, we often don’t see the many ways that racism happens around us.
Racism, bigotry and discrimination come in many forms. Some, such as Goerge Floyd lying
on the pavement in handcuﬀs, with a police oﬃcers knee on his neck, choking his life away as
he pleads for his mother and repeats “I can’t breath,” or Ahmaud Arbery, chased by white
vigilantes and killed, even when they didn’t see him commit any crime, are obvious. They
need to be called out for what they are: Sin. But what about other forms? It seems that by
focusing on the blatant forms of racism and discrimination, we can ignore the more subtle
ways that it pervades our society. Discrimination can be found in economic opportunities,
housing, political gerrymandering of voting districts, school options for minorities, criminal
justice…the list can go on and on. We all want to live by the Golden Rule, “Treat others as you
would like others to treat you” (Luke 6:31). But the reality is that we don’t recognize the ways
that discrimination happens. We need to do the hard work, have the hard conversations. We
must acknowledge the “White Privilege” that distorts our views of what discrimination is and
how our actions perpetuate our sins. We must “Do Justice, Love Mercy, Walk humbly” (Micah
6:8). We can’t begin to understand what minority people endure until we listen to their stories.
We as Christians cannot sit idly by as discrimination continues to exist around us. Not saying
anything or doing anything makes us complicit in the systemic racial injustice. We need to
move from just saying that we are not racist, to actively being anti-racist! There is a diﬀerence.

So what do we do? “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:14-17). Tabor Church has a rich
history of “Doing the Work.” Just a few years after its beginning on January 1, 1908 when it
was formally decided to organize as an independent Church, World War One began and
Tabor’s stance on pacifism was put to the test. Rev. P.H. Richert counseled young men on the
three limited options available for conscientious objectors. Immediately after the conscription
law was passed, he began teaching a class on the biblical teachings against war.
Just a few short years later WW2 began and again Rev. Richert provided leadership for young
men from Tabor to achieve CO status, or other alternative public service options to remain
faithful to the Mennonite belief of pacifism. H.B. Schmidt was also instrumental in Tabor’s
active roll counseling young men to not just find ways to avoid the draft, but to work at
Civilian Public Service camps. “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good” (Romans 12:21).
Tabor continued this type of active faithfulness through the Korean conflict, and the Vietnam
War. It should be noted that these acts of faithfulness to the pacifism, peace eﬀort were not
just through the pastors. Tabor had a very active Peace Committee that supported and helped
the pastors in their work. On March 16, 2007, the Peace and Social Concerns committee
sponsored a prayer walk to the Tabor sign at the corner by highway 15. It coincided with the
anti-war/peace march on the 4th anniversary of the invasion of Iraq. Leann Toews and Alvin
and Wilma Schmidt traveled to Washington D.C. to participate and joined approximately
20,000-25,000 others as they walked and prayed for peace and justice. The march also
coincided with the anniversary of a protest march against the Vietnam war 40 years earlier.

What can we do to honor the rich Tabor Church heritage of working for peace and justice in
the world today? What can we do to change the institutional racism that permeates our
society? In 1539, Menno Simons challenged his followers “to aid and assist all mankind and
injure none.” It begins with each one of us. We have to look inward and contemplate whether
we are doing all we can to be anti-racist. We have to educate ourselves to the ways our
actions and policies discriminate against others. There are many resources available to help
us learn. The Western District Resource library has books on racism that can be checked out,
and on Amazon the top selling books are, “White Fragility, Why it’s so hard for white people to
talk about Racism,” by Robin Diangelo, and “How to be an Anti-racist,” by Ibram X Kendi.
The “Newton Community for Racial Justice” also has resources that are available. We also
have to have empathy for and listen to people that are discriminated against. When we hear
racist jokes or racist stereotypes we need to speak up. Not just now, but in a long term
sustained manner that keep these issues in the forefront until progress is made. We invite faith
formation classes or small groups to read together and have group discussion about racial
issues. We invite you to walk from the church to the sign at highway 15, as individuals or
family units, to contemplate and pray for peace and justice, as we have done before. We have
also had discussion about starting a new Peace and Social Concerns group to bring this and
other peace and justice to our attention. If you are interested in being a part of this group,
please let me, or the pastors, or other deacons know and we can help facilitate this. This is
Tabor’s time! If we truly follow the words of the Beatitudes (Mathew 5), “Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, “Blessed are the peacemakers.” We must respond!
Silence is complicity.

As God’s children and the body of Christ,
we are called by God to oﬀer
Hospitality, Healing, and Hope,
In the name of Christ.
Congregational Prayer and Blessing: Pastor Rosie Jantz
We have come to our time of praying together. As always, please feel free to contact any of the
pastors or your deacon with prayer requests and concerns.
Let us join our hearts together in prayer.
Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name,
We come to you, O God, as an act of surrender knowing that you receive our joy and our pain
with the love and tender compassion of a good father, and for this we give you thanks. Thank
you, God, that we can come to you with all that we carry in our hearts, trusting that you hear
us, see us and that you know us completely.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven,
O God, you broke into the world many years ago with your Son, Jesus, who came as a full
reflection of who you are – a God of love and justice who continues to break in and around us
to set things right.

We confess, O Lord that it’s difficult to see you at work sometimes. There seems to be so
much that is wrong. There’s so much to do and we don’t know where to begin. So, today, O
God, we cry out for your presence to be revealed.
We lament with our brothers and sisters who feel hopeless, helpless and unheard. O Lord, use
us in your work to restore justice and peace in our families, in our communities and in our
world. Grant us courage to listen and the wisdom to act against the endless cycles of violence
and oppression. Release us from wanting more for ourselves, and fill us instead with a strong
hunger that will not cease until your justice rolls down like waters, and your righteousness like
an ever flowing stream.
Give us this day our daily bread
God of mercy – we lift to you all who are hurting, lonely, scared and scarred. We pray for those
in our midst who are suffering from illness, who are grieving the loss of loved ones, who are
mourning the loss of relationship, who are struggling with anxious thoughts about what
tomorrow may bring. O God of hope, surround your people with your strong embrace, and help
us to know how and when to walk with them.
Thank you for the healing that has come and continues to come for Esley Schmidt, for Eileen
Schmidt, and for all those who long to be healed in body, mind and soul.
God of provision, we pray for the farmers and workers who are busy with wheat harvest. May
the crop be bountiful and plentiful. In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayer for safety, and thank
you for the gift of your presence throughout this busy time of harvesting.
Thank you, loving God, for the way you care for each of us, and for the blessing of this Tabor
church family who continues to meet faithfully during this time of social distancing. May we
continue to be your presence to each other and to reflect your love to the world.
Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
O, God, forgive us for only thinking of ourselves and our comfort. Do not let us forget the
needs of the poor, oppressed, vulnerable -- the least of these. Release us from our pride that
holds us back from extending your grace to others.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
Save us, O God, from worldly pressures to conform; deliver us, O Christ, from the sin of
certitude and self-indulgence. Transform us, Holy Spirit; turn us in the direction that leads to
your way of right living. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. AMEN.

Benediction:
Dear friends, as you go today, may you be energized to do the work of listening and learning
about the injustices in our communities and in our world. May you be filled with courage to
speak up, and to speak out with Christ’s love and compassion for all people.
Pray for peace. Act for peace. Go in peace. Amen.

