
June 7 Worship Transcript

Welcome & Prayer: Eric Litwiller

I loved the idea of today's service theme Finding God in the unexpected. We've been dealing 
with the unexpected for a while now. In fact, i would struggle honestly to think of anything that 
has happened in the last three months that any reasonable person would expect to happen. 
But I know that I still find God every day, and I hope you do too. God has been in the continued 
health of my family, and in Jill's being able to be such an integral part of the health of our 
community. God has been in our continued employment, and I have no doubt will be in the 
economic recovery to come. God has been in the vocal conversations that our nation and the 
world is having right now about the systemic racism that has been simmering in our society for 
hundreds of years. God is in the ways that we find to remain connected to one another as we 
adhere to social distancing, and he will be in whatever new abnormal we find as we emerge 
from the other end of this pandemic. He may even be in the murder hornets, but perhaps it's a 
bit early to tell on that one. Whatever life throws at us next, I remain assured that we as a 
church family will continue to be bound together by our common faith and love that God has 
instilled in us, and that he will lead us through this - and many more - unexpected phases of 
life. At this time, let's bow our heads and quiet our hearts to receieve today's message.  

Dear God, we seek your reminder today that the events in which we find ourselves during the 
brief years of our existance on Earth are lived solely so that we may glorify you. Noah did not 
expect the flood. Abrham did not expect to be asked to sacrifice his son. Moses did not expect 
to lead his people out of Eygypt. But we know these names, and many more, not for the safe 
and simple events of their daily lives, but for the unexpected opportunities that you provided 
them to be great. Help us to welcome the opportunities that you give to us to be found worthy 
of your grace as we care for one another through this difficult time. Amen.  

Scripture Reading: Luke 4:18-19; 8:1-3 - Mary Schmidt

Luke 4:18    “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
 because he has anointed me 
 to proclaim good news to the poor.

 He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
 and recovery of sight for the blind,

 to set the oppressed free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Luke 8:1    After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and 
also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping 
to support them out of their own means.

The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks Be to God! 



Sermon: “Unexpected Followers” Pastor Rosie Jantz

Today as we continue with our theme, “Unexpected,” we can’t help but think of the last 3 
months when our expectations of how life would be were turned upside-down. In fact, what 
used to be normal isn’t normal at all. Using this virtual platform for worship is just one example 
of how we’ve made adaptations for this unexpected time of social distancing. We long for 
some kind of normalcy to return, yet, we are unsure of the steps to take, so we carefully plan 
trying to cover all the bases without raising our anxiety level.  I believe we have some good 
ideas in place, and by now you have received them. Please respond to the survey you have 
received. 

During the last 2 weeks, we’ve been experiencing another kind of pandemic. This one 
shouldn’t have caught us by surprise. It’s been with us for centuries, and it lies just beneath the 
surface disguised and unattended, waiting to bubble up and infect its most vulnerable host. I’m 
talking about the pandemic of systematic racism and oppression that I believe is every bit as 
contagious, devastating and lethal as the novel coronavirus. It seems we as a country take one 
step forward and then, 3 steps backward with no vaccine in sight. We feel helpless, lost, angry, 
afraid, yet, oddly somewhat disconnected. Will this pandemic hit our community? Yes, it’s here, 
and the thing is, we each bear some responsibility for it. Like the coronavirus, we can be 
carriers without displaying any outward symptoms. But inwardly we can’t help but be affected. 
Our moral sense of decency tells us that when one person is affected, we are all affected. This 
is playing out right now as I speak. What can we do? Where can we turn? 

As people of faith, we believe Jesus offers another way. Jesus offers his greatest gift – love. 
Well, that’s the easy way out, you might think. But I don’t think so. Let’s look at Luke’s Gospel 
as he follows the story of Jesus and his ministry agenda.  

A couple of observations about Luke: Every Gospel writer tells the story of Jesus of Nazareth, 
and Luke, more than the other Gospel writers, mentions the women in the story. Sometimes 
Luke names them. This is an unexpected phenomenon especially given the larger Greco-Roman 
culture where women were more or less seen but not heard. Women, especially those on the 
fringe of society, were not considered worthy of mention at all, so for Luke to notice them and 
draw our attention to their presence in his Gospel is quite remarkable and extraordinary given his 
cultural setting. To mention the setting and cultural practices of the day is just good Bible study, 
but let’s not forget Luke’s larger reason for writing his Gospel. He wants us to know that Jesus 
was a lover of all kinds of people, and that he paid special attention to those who sat on the 
fringe of society; the poor, the oppressed, the shamed and forgotten. 

From his first sermon in Luke 4, Jesus sets his ministry agenda: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 

        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free,  

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”1

 Luke 4:18-191



The people were pretty impressed. That’s quite a sermon, they said. But, when Jesus identified 
the recipients of the good news they wanted to kill him on the spot. Spoiler alert! The good 
news went to the widow in Zarephath, rather than to Israel’s widows; and healing came to 
Naaman, the Syrian, not to the lepers in Israel. These were Israel’s worst enemies! 

How do we respond when the good news of Jesus goes to the people we least expect? 

From his first chapter, Luke doesn’t dodge the controversy of naming women and others who were 
associated with God’s mission to turn the world right-side up.  His story of Jesus begins in Galilee
—“a marginal land by both Roman and Jewish standards.  The story moves on to Jerusalem and 2

eventually to Rome, where Luke, also the writer of Acts, continues to name and identify the women 
who ministered alongside Paul, spreading the good news of the kingdom of God. Through the 
powerful story of Pentecost in Act 2, we see the Holy Spirit bestowed on men and women alike. 
Luke brings to the table what is less noticeable—or absent—in the other Gospels3

Luke begins his Gospel with Mary and Elizabeth, two ordinary, unsuspecting women chosen 
by God to begin a revolution to transform the world. Elizabeth recognizes the magnitude of her 
pregnancy when John leaps within her womb at the sound of Mary’s voice. Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, she prophesies what cannot yet be seen in Mary. 

Mary, believing in God’s promise, trusts her miraculous pregnancy to be the work of God’s 
grace reversing her lowly social status to God looking upon her with favor. Both women trusted 
God’s work through them to be consistent with his saving work through history to overturn the 
injustices of societal structures.  In Mary’s song she praises God: 4

“He has scattered the proud….He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted 
up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.”5

Mary’s song mirrors Jesus’ ministry agenda. 

Anna, a prophet in the temple, appears at Jesus’ naming ceremony. She is an older widow and 
a woman of prayer and fasting; and the one who spreads the good news filled with hope that 
Jesus will free Jerusalem from the Romans. Luke portrays each of these women to be women 
of deep faith and courage; and among the very first to recognize God’s mission to redeem the 
world through Jesus. 
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Luke brings to light the stories of men and women who receive grace, forgiveness and healing 
in a variety of ways. He often pairs their stories closely together: Elizabeth and Zechariah, 
Simeon and Anna, the healing of a man with a demon, and the healing of Peter’s mother-in-
law; the healing the Centurion’s servant, and raising the widow’s son, and so on.   I wonder if 6

Luke intentionally paired these miraculous stories to stretch his reader’s perspective about 
Jesus’ ministry. Luke surely wants us to recognize the scope of Jesus’ mission to bring healing 
and hope to male and female alike. Perhaps it shows that Jesus’ ministry reaches beyond the 
normal expectation of Roman Empire boundary. Whatever Luke’s reason is, he, in his own 
evangelistic way, emulates the compassion and unexpected grace that God through Jesus 
proclaims for the world. Jesus, God with skin, confronts the status quo and exposes the 
practice of systemic oppression and exclusion. How is the church confronting the world’s 
oppressive systems?

In chapter 8, Jesus is spreading the good news of the kingdom of God. The disciples are with 
him, but not necessarily engaging in the ministry of healing and restoration. They are rather quiet 
up to this point, and it’s mostly the religious leaders who are interacting and questioning Jesus. 
The first 3 verses of chapter 8 provide the turning point in the disciples’ role. It’s the first time 
Luke referrers to them as “the twelve,” since they left their jobs to follow Jesus. There were also 
the women with Jesus whom Luke names – Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, and many 
others. The phrase “and many others” is in the feminine form in Greek, so these too are women.  7

It’s important to Luke that we understand the reach of Jesus’ ministry to women. They and the 
Twelve are with Jesus which, for Luke, embodies the meaning of discipleship. Some of these 
women were likely single or widowed since there is no mention of their husbands. We don’t 
know much about them, but what we can say is that Mary Magdalene was healed. The 
mention of 7 demons would be described today as her being a very troubled woman. (And just 
to note, nowhere in scripture does it say that she was a prostitute). She was a recipient of 
Jesus’ compassion and healing, and she followed him all the way to the cross when the other 
disciples abandoned him. Mary Magdalene was a faithful companion, and among the first 
women to witness God’s resurrection of Jesus. 

We don’t have any information on Susanna. But what about Joanna, and why does Luke make 
special mention of her as the wife of Chuza, one of Herod’s stewards? Some scholars believe 
that most of the women in Jesus’ entourage were single, since they had less family 
responsibilities. Some, because of their single status, were likely recipients of ostracism by 
their communities. Widows, especially those without sons to care for them, would have been 
poor and also without a welcoming community. 
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So we wonder about Joanna – did she leave her husband to become to be a follower of Jesus. 
Was she also ostracized by her community in some way? Surely she had more access to 
wealth because of her husband’s standing in the Roman government. Think about it, Herod 
wants to get rid of Jesus, and his steward’s wife is helping fund the Jesus movement? This is 
certainly and unexpected twist in the story. However, it shows just how much Jesus loves 
diversity. The twelve weren’t exactly upstanding in their communities; fisherman and tax 
collectors? But Jesus called this ragtag group of disciples into relationship with him and each 
other. They must have felt empowered, heard, and understood. Jesus met them in their 
deepest need and restored them to living with dignity and purpose. 

How is the Church a community that empowers, restores and meets people in their deepest 
need? Can we be identified as people who are WITH Jesus? Are we offering an alternative 
community that propels Jesus’ ministry agenda forward?  The Church cannot be silent. Silence 
aligns with complicity. 

Brothers and sisters, we may be afraid, discouraged, and overwhelmed. But we are the 
Church, and must be strong and take courage to uphold God’s ministry of reconciliation. Our 
actions and words must imitate Jesus’ ministry agenda. Rather than mirror the world who 
takes up arms to fight, let us link arms with those who are hurting and gasping for breath 
under the weight of oppression and despair.

Let us be coconspirators with Jesus to bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, 
and let the oppressed go free. 

It begins right here, right now, today. May it be so. Amen.

Faith Sharing: Carol Duerksen

Writing is an adventure for me. When Maynard and I were writing our Amish books, we would 
brainstorm the ideas together, I would write something, we would talk about it, and then we 
would brainstorm some more. As the characters developed, one of the unexpected things that 
happened was that they started helping to write the story themselves. I remember one time 
when we had a person reading a manuscript before we printed it, and she said a certain 
character would not have done what we had her doing. And she was right.  We had created a 
character with certain characteristics, and then I was not true to her character in what she was 
doing. We changed it.   

Writing about the Amish has been fun, but there’s something that’s even more thrilling.  When I 
started writing faith formation curriculum many years ago, I knew there would be three basic 
elements involved: The bible story itself, the research that bible scholars did and that I could 
find in commentaries, and any thoughts that I might have about it. What I didn’t know would 
happen—what was totally unexpected—was that things would just show up. I would need a 
story to illustrate a point, and it would show up just in time. 



Here’s one simple example: It was the day to work on the story of the Good Samaritan. While 
listening to the radio that morning, I heard the story of a woman in Columbus OH who put a 
sign in her car that said her son needed a kidney, and people responded with offers to give 
their kidney to her son! Then, while reading a Bible commentary that day, there was the story 
of a Palestinian boy who was killed by Israeli soldiers because he had a toy gun, and his 
parents donated his organs to Israeli recipients! 

Those two stories just “showed up” in time to illustrate the Good Samaritan story as part of the 
curriculum. These are things that I cannot plan or arrange. They are totally out of my control. 
And while they are always unexpected, they really aren’t anymore. I EXPECT it to happen. 
When I get a curriculum writing assignment, I EXPECT the Holy Spirit to send those 
connections. It’s always so much fun to see what happens! 

This isn’t just MY faith story. The unexpected presence of the Holy Spirit happens to a lot of 
people. In fact, I believe it happens to everyone—we just have to acknowledge and celebrate 
it.  I would love to hear your stories! Let’s talk!

Congregational Prayer of Lament: Pastor Katherine Goerzen

“Amid the recent events surrounding the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police, the 
latest fatal violence against African Americans, Mennonite Church USA joins in mourning and 
lament. We lament that this is yet another example of the simmering racial injustice that 
pervades America, and we pray for God’s justice to roll down like a mighty river within our 
communities.”8

This is from the Mennonite Church USA statement on racial injustice. And leaders across 
MCUSA are asking that congregations from around the country join together in a time of 
lament and prayer in response to the “violence, pain, and injustice that is plaguing our 
country.”  And so, today, we, Tabor Mennonite Church, a member congregation of MCUSA, 9

and a congregation committed to pray for peace and act for peace in the world, we join our 
prayers, our voices, and our hearts with our brothers and sisters of color and with the many 
people of faith around the country who are lamenting the violence taking place throughout our 
nation and who are grieving the deeply-rooted systemic racism that has been present here for 
centuries. 

As a peace church which is committed to following after Jesus, we proclaim, with other faith 
leaders and congregations from across the country, that the brutality and violence that is 
disproportionately inflicted upon people of color is an affront to justice and completely 
antithetical to Jesus’ way of welcoming the marginalized. We, Tabor Mennonite Church, stand 
in solidarity with our sisters and brothers of color; we lament with you, we grieve with you, we 
ardently pray for peaceful, meaningful, and lasting change.

 From “Mennonite Church USA statement on racial injustice”8

 From “We need to engage in more costly peacemaking” by Glen Guyton, executive director of MCUSA9



We enter into a time of prayer and lament. Emilie M. Townes, ordained minister and Dean of 
Vanderbilt Divinity School, describes lament in this way: “We learn from biblical laments that it 
is imperative to name what is wrong with as much precision and honesty as possible, even if it 
hurts or causes us to wince. … Laments mark the beginning of the healing process when we 
open ourselves to look at the situations we find ourselves in and our own complicity in them as 
well as the ways in which we are victimized by them. And, importantly, we see and feel with 
clarity how this affects others who may have no direct relation to us but who are all a part of 
this magnificent journey of life.”10

And so we join our hearts and prayers and voices with people around the country who are 
lamenting this day. The words used in this time of prayer are taken from prayers of lament from 
people of the Anabaptist faith, some of which are from the “Prayers of lament” posted on the 
MCUSA website, a link to which was sent out from the pastors earlier this week. These words 
emerge from the prompting of God’s Spirit who cares deeply for the vulnerable and the 
marginalized, from places of pain in the midst of brokenness, and from a deep longing for 
God’s justice to be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Let us pray in solidarity with those whose hearts and bodies are broken by violence, that by the 
tender mercies of our God, the dawn from on high would break upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace (Luke 
1). 
Let us pray:

God of Justice and Mercy, 
We grieve. We cry out. We lament. 

We lament “Ahmaud Arbery’s murder while out jogging.
We lament the fatal shooting of Breonna Taylor by police, in her own home.
We lament George Floyd’s murder at the hands of law enforcement, while he cried out, just as 
Eric Garner and others did, ‘I can’t breathe!’”11

We lament for each person, created in your good image, “whose name we have come to know 
through the unspeakable grief and injustice of their death. 
We shudder at the inhumanity, at how many precious lives have been taken. 
We grieve the ache of each person who bears this pain and holds fear for their lives deeply in 
their bodies.”  12

“We lament the damage that our silence in the face of racial violence has done,
 for the sins of racism that run through our lives like so many threads in a cloth. 

Forgive us for the times we have given in to our discomfort, 
for the times we have forgotten our own privilege and failed to stand with our black [and 

brown] siblings. … 
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Give us the courage to educate ourselves, to listen well, to use our voice when it is most 
needed.”13

“Expose us where we are most deeply shaped by a racist system so that we can name it in 
ourselves and never stop working to dismantle it.
Come with fire that burns away silence and complacency.”14

“Let your Spirit reenergize us. … Bring forth a new Pentecost, one that ignites the hearts of all 
humanity … May our outcry for justice disrupt and dismantle the systems of oppression.”15

“We pray God, for your liberation to come.
We pray God, for your comfort to fill the hearts of all who mourn.
We pray God, for your strength as we seek to embody the ways of love and justice.”16

We pray God for an outpouring of your Spirit, 
To renew the face of the earth 
“To bring healing amid illness 
To comfort us in our grieving, with love and compassion … 
To strengthen us in our despair with a hope and resolve stronger than death
To speak peace to our fear and anxiety 
To voice our lament and outrage at injustice
To set our hearts ablaze for your justice”  and your peace.17

“May we be a community of costly and courageous love to overcome evil, violence, and 
injustice wherever we may find it.”18

Lord, hear our prayer. Amen. 

Now, may God’s Spirit continue to empower us 
to bring good news to the poor
to proclaim release to the captives 
to bring sight to the blind 
to bring freedom to the oppressed 
and to proclaim the Good News of Jesus wherever we may find ourselves.

Go in peace. Amen.

 “Lament” by Clara Weybright, from “Prayers of Lament: Responding to the Violence of racism”13

 From “Lament” by Kayla Berkey, from “Prayers of Lament: Responding to the Violence of racism”14

 From “A prayer of lament” by Jerrell Williams, from “Prayers of Lament: Responding to the Violence of racism”15

 From “A Litany of Lament” by Joanna Shenk16

 From “Pentecost 2020 – A Blessing for Breath” by Peter Goerzen17

 From “Litany of Lament” by Peter Goerzen 18


